INFORMATION BOOKLET

HISTORIC THORNDON
WEDDING PACKAGE
OLD ST PAUL’S & THISTLE INN

Two of Wellington’s most esteemed and prized historic venues ̶ Old St Paul’s and the
Thistle Inn ̶ are now offering a comprehensive wedding package tailored to those who are
looking for a convenient means of booking an entire wedding day at two capital locations,
two minutes apart.
One of New Zealand’s greatest heritage places, Old St Paul’s was built by the Anglican
Church between 1865 and 1866 on what was originally the site of Pipitea Pā, a Māori

settlement on Wellington’s waterfront. Constructed from fine native timbers, the building is
a handsome sight from the outside. Inside, it is simply breathtaking.
Less than 150 metres down the road from Old St Paul’s, at the corner of Mulgrave Street
and Kate Sheppard Place, the diminutive Thistle Inn has stood in modest splendour on the
same spot for the last 175 years. This lovely old building has become a part of the
Wellington landscape every bit as much as the harbour, the hills and the curving foreshore
of the waterfront.
With your ceremony at one and your reception at the other, the Historic Thorndon
Wedding Package is the perfect means of experiencing a very special day in two buildings
that are alive with celebratory stories. Add yours!
Outlined over the following pages are the package pricing structures and a collection of
FAQs.

OLD ST PAUL’S CEREMONY INFORMATION
Package venue hire includes:
•

Services of Old St Paul’s wedding coordinator

•

Use of the grounds and the interior of Old St Paul’s for 90 minutes

•

Use of the in-house sound system and microphones

•

Choice between three pew decorations designed by Flowers Manuela

•

60-minute wedding rehearsal with wedding coordinator

Extras: ( Subject to availability)
An additional hour (for extended ceremony or photographs on site)

$350.00 (incl. GST)

Use of the Old St Paul’s musician (grand piano and/or organ options) $250.00 (incl. GST)
Bells (signal arrival of the nearly-wed and union of the couple)
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$300.00 (incl. GST)

THISTLE INN RECEPTION INFORMATION
CHOOSE FROM TWO PACKAGE OPTIONS
Package One includes:
•

One glass sparkling wine and 2 canapés upon arrival at venue

•

Two-course set menu of entrée and main

•

Cake cutting

•

House beer or house wine

Package Two includes:
•

One glass sparkling wine and 3 canapés upon arrival at venue

•

Three-course set menu of entrée, main and dessert

•

Cake cutting

•

Premium beer or premium wine

(Terms and conditions apply. All dietary requirements may be catered for. Please note no BYO beverages are permitted.)
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PRICING
Summer pricing (1 September - 31 April)

Minimum guest number
30

Maximum guest number
100

PACKAGE ONE
$149.00 p/p

$5,770.00

$16,200.00

PACKAGE TWO
$199.00 p/p

$7,270.00

$21,200.00

Winter pricing (1 May - 31 August)

Minimum guest number
30

Maximum guest number
100

PACKAGE ONE
$149.00 p/p

$5,570.00

$16,000.00

PACKAGE TWO
$199.00 p/p

$7,070.00

$21,000.00

FAQs
Who can get married at Old St Paul’s?
Everyone! Old St Paul’s doors are open for those wishing to celebrate with a LGBTQ+
wedding, or a religious or civil wedding. We embrace people of all genders, faiths, cultural
traditions and backgrounds.
When can I have my wedding ceremony at Old St Paul’s with the reception after at
the Thistle Inn?
Wedding ceremonies may be held at Old St Paul’s at 11:30am, 1:30pm or 3:30pm. The
package is not available on the following days of the year: Good Friday, Anzac Day and
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Christmas Day. The Thistle Inn is closed all public holidays, and on Sundays, however the
property will open for weddings of 50 guests or more.
What about the celebrant or minister?
Please arrange your own preferred celebrant or minister. The New Zealand Government
provides a comprehensive list of celebrants on its website.
How much time are we allocated exclusive hireage of Old St Paul’s, and how long for
the reception at the Thistle Inn?
You are allocated 90 minutes in total for your ceremony. The church will be closed to the
public 30 minutes prior to your ceremony, so if you choose the 11:30am time to be
married, your hire time is from 11:00am - 12:30pm. Please note that both the church and
the grounds must be cleared after the ceremony in keeping with your allocated time. Your
reception time will be five hours, unless previously organised with the event manager.
Should we book an additional hour after the ceremony?
Book extra time if you are planning to have a longer service or would like to have
photographs taken in or around the church. Old St Paul’s makes a delightful backdrop for
group photographs in front of the entrance or at the altar –  take that extra 60 minutes for
even more gorgeous memories.

How long can I provisionally hold a date for?
We can pencil in your preferred date and time and hold that for one month before we will
require a signed contract and the non-refundable deposit of $1,350.00. Once we have
received the contract and deposit your ceremony and reception time is secure!
How many guests can attend our wedding ceremony and reception?
The Historic Thorndon Wedding Package is available for a minimum of 30 and a maximum
of 100 guests.
Is Old St Paul’s suitable for smaller weddings?
Yes, certainly! We highly recommend seating your family and friends in the choir stalls,
which are right up the front near the altar and perfectly suited for an intimate wedding of
up to 50 guests. And you can still make that famous entrance down the main aisle!
What wedding decorations does Old St Paul’s provide?
Wellington’s fashionable florist, Flowers Manuela, has designed three incredible pew
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decoration options for you to choose from. Please ask the wedding coordinator to show
you these.
Can we bring our own decorations?
You are welcome to bring in your own tapa cloth for instance to adorn the crossing, or
perhaps ribbons and flowers to tie to the end of the pews. Please note that any items you
provide must not be glued, pinned or nailed to any of the furnishings, owing to the
Category I heritage status of the building.
Can confetti or candles be used?
Unfortunately, we don’t allow confetti of any kind inside or outside the church, nor the
lighting of candles.
Can we have bells at our wedding?
The church bells at Old St Paul’s may be rung to herald the arrival of the nearly-wed
(choose which of you will walk down the aisle to meet the other), and then again as the
married couple leaves the church. The Guild of Bellringers can add a truly iconic touch of
pure tradition to your day. Please note, there is an additional charge for this service.
What about the music?
Our official Old St Paul’s musician is available to play your choice of music, on either the
organ or grand piano. Together with the musician, you can arrange all aspects of music for
your ceremony. Choose pieces you would like, or if you are uncertain, the Old St Paul’s
musician is only too happy to help with a selection. Please note, there is an additional
charge for this service. Alternatively, you are welcome to make use of the Old St Paul’s
in-house sound system, which can play music from most electronic devices. At your
reception, the Thistle Inn’s in-house music system will be available to use – your device will
need a pre-set playlist and an AUX connection. Microphones are also possible, but subject
to availability.
Can we bring our own musicians and/or singers?
At Old St Paul’s, this is not a problem. Please discuss your plans and requirements with the
wedding coordinator. If you would like live music at your reception (subject to space and
guest-count requirements), discuss the possibilities of this with the Thistle Inn event
manager. They are happy to recommend performers.
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Are we able to have a rehearsal?
As part of your hireage, and with the wedding coordinator in attendance, Old St Paul’s
offers a 60-minute rehearsal. Please note, the church does remain open to the public
during the rehearsal, but the main aisle is closed off so you can have a run-through of the
procession and recession. Bring your shoes to practice that momentous entrance and exit!
Who needs to be at the rehearsal?
The Old St Paul’s wedding coordinator will run the rehearsal together with your
celebrant/minister. It’s important that you bring along everyone who will be directly
involved with the ceremony including the full wedding party, any junior members such as
flower and/or page children, parent(s) or guardian(s), and friends and family members.
Have those who will be doing readings on the day also attend the rehearsal.
How many parks are available in the church grounds?
There are up to five car parks available to you for your rehearsal and wedding day (see
page 10). These are strictly allocated and strictly subject to availability during your
reception. Note, you may want to consider one for your celebrant/minister, and/or for your
photographer and/or videographer. We have two reserved parks allocated to anyone with a
disability and there is plenty of on-street parking in the area.
What are the wedding coordinator and event manager’s responsibilities?
The Old St Paul’s wedding coordinator will ensure your time at the church is relaxed and
stress-free, at the rehearsal and on the big day. Come the ceremony, our wedding
coordinator greets all those involved, cues in the bridal party, the musician, the bell ringers,
and celebrant/minister, and controls the volume of the microphones and music. They are
there to make sure everything will happen j ust as you dreamed (and most importantly, on
time). At the Thistle Inn, the event manager will coordinate catering, beverages and space
layout for your special day. Please note that at the reception any decorations and flowers
are to be arranged and set out by the host.
What’s on the menu at the reception?
Please see the sample menu on page 9.
How will the tables be dressed?
The tables at your reception will be set with white linen tablecloths, Thistle Inn-branded
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paper serviettes (white linen serviettes may be arranged for an additional fee), and all
glassware and crockery.
And what’s the situation with the drinks?
House and premium wine will be placed on your tables, with beer and non-alcoholic
requests taken by wait staff. Any spirits, etc. are to be paid for upon consumption.
Non-alcoholic drinks will be included in the package price.
What is the cancellation policy?
Now we know this won’t figure in your plans, but just in case something really out of the
blue does happen, and your wedding needs to be cancelled, any instalment or final
payment made prior to 3 months before the wedding date will be refunded, minus the
$1,350.00 deposit. If you cancel your wedding within 3 months of the wedding date, 100 per
cent of your payment made to Old St Paul’s and the Thistle Inn will be forfeited.
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SAMPLE RECEPTION MENU
ENTRÉE
• Crumbed eggplant with roasted red pepper pesto and grilled halloumi
• Monkfish and prawn brochettes with seasonal vegetables
MAIN
•O
 ven-baked market fish, potato, spinach, capers, mushrooms and lemon butter sauce
•W
 ild mushroom risotto with pecorino and truffle oil
DESSERT
•C
 hocolate mousse and caramel sauce
•L
 emon and lime tart with vanilla gelato
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OLD ST PAUL’S PARKING PLAN

CONTACT DETAILS
Old St Paul’s

Thistle Inn

34 Mulgrave Street

3 Mulgrave Street

Thorndon

Thorndon

Wellington 6011

Wellington 6011

+64 4 473 6722

+64 4 499 5980

ospfunctions@heritage.org.nz

emma@thistleinn.co.nz
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Image credits: Page 1: Russell Kleyn Page 3: Robbie Lawton
Page 8: Jez Timms Page 10: Paul McCredie Page 11: Wikimedia Commons

Note: All prices and information correct as at 5.3.2021
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