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Creative
approach
in heritage
retention
Public safety is, and remains, the
priority for Heritage New Zealand
when looking at a building’s
retention and long-term future.
With the spotlight firmly on
strengthening buildings the
option of doing nothing is simply
not acceptable. Increasingly a
creative approach in finding
solutions to adaptively reuse
heritage buildings is bringing
significant benefits to owners,
developers, tenants and the
wider public nationwide.
IN WELLINGTON, for example, there are a
large number of heritage buildings in the CBD
that highlight what can be achieved through
strengthening and refurbishing to give them
21st century fittings and functionality. These
include the former Defence Building on Stout

The Category 1 Harcourts Building on Lambton Quay. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

Street which is fully tenanted by a government
ministry, while the likes of the Old Public Trust
Building on the corner of Lambton Quay
and Stout Street is currently going through
strengthening and sympathetic redevelopment
ahead of the Ministry of Culture and Heritage
moving in later in the year.
The Harcourts Building on Lambton Quay is also
set to remain part of the city’s streetscape for
many years to come following the Environment
Court’s recent decision to decline an application
for demolition. Environment Judge Jeff Smith

dismissed the appeal by Lambton Quay
Properties Nominee Limited under Section 121
of the Resource Management Act 1991 upon
referral back from the High Court.
Heritage New Zealand Chief Executive Bruce
Chapman says the decision, as well as providing
guidance to owners and councils (see Editorial
on page 3), underlines the importance of
working nationwide with owners and councils
to ensure heritage buildings have a viable future
by looking at adaptive reuse options.
CONTINUED OVER >

heritage.org.nz

1

Contents
1

NATIONAL FOCUS
Creative approach in heritage
retention

2

CONTENTS

3

EDITORIAL
Heritage New Zealand Chief
Executive Bruce Chapman

4/5

6

12/13 CENTRAL REGION
Marking our nation’s respect

14

Rich history in GHQ Building

15

FEATURE INTERVIEW

CENTRAL REGION

Dr Matt Schmidt: Enjoying stories
of the people

Wahi tapu listing for unique
Nelson landscape feature

NORTHERN REGION

16/17 NORTHERN REGION
Take the test …
Voice behind the stories brings
history alive

NORTHERN REGION
Mangungu celebrations a
success

18

Chance for public to have
their say

19

SOUTHERN REGION

CENTRAL REGION
Fine example of modernist
architecture recognised

NORTHERN REGION
Centenary of faith at Ohinemutu

10/11 EQUINE ANZAC
MEMORIALS

NORTHERN REGION
On the right trail in Northland

New life for Rangiora’s ‘Old Dame’

9

CENTRAL REGION
Historic ‘Westoe’ becomes a
training school

NATIONAL FOCUS

8

SOUTHERN REGION
Best practice conservation at
Isaac Theatre Royal

Submissions on Auckland’s
Proposed Unitary Plan

7

CENTRAL REGION

20

NORTHERN REGION
Honey House Café a hive of
activity

Remembering the horses of
World War I
Memorial to Bess a poignant
tribute

Members of Heritage New Zealand can visit its properties
for free, visit www.heritage.org.nz.

Inside the Harcourts Building entrance.
(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

“The Wellington City District Plan sets a high
threshold for the demolition of its highest
ranked heritage buildings and the overarching
objective and policy clearly discourages
demolition, and this was an important element
in the Harcourts case,” says Bruce.
“There are strengthening and refurbishment
examples around New Zealand that show a
safe and commercially viable asset can result
from a proactive approach by an owner with
architects and engineers. The Britomart complex
in Auckland and the transformation of Dunedin’s
warehouse district are other blueprints for
owners to see what can be achieved. Similar
projects are underway in Canterbury following
the earthquakes of 2010 and 2011. Public safety
is the core driver of any discussion and decision.
“Through managing 48 properties in our care
and working with building owners we know that
strengthening and adaptive reuse is possible in
the majority of cases.”
Bruce acknowledges the costs of strengthening
are hugely challenging for many owners, and
often not possible without financial incentives.
“Assistance is on offer from local councils which
is actively promoted by Heritage New Zealand.
We also administer the National Heritage
Preservation Incentive Fund on behalf of the
government which financially assists owners
with conservation.
“Owners do face difficult choices in strengthening
earthquake-prone buildings. The economic reality
is that in some cases strengthening cannot be
done, so we need to prioritise and be smart about
what can be kept.” n
See Editorial page 3
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EDITORIAL

Harcourts – the case
BRUCE CHAPMAN

The decision late last year by the Environment
Court to reaffirm the retention of the Harcourts
Building in central Wellington was a positive end
to an important case.

OUR WORK with those who own and care
for heritage places is done, primarily, out of
the public eye and it is not often we take the
step of testing an owner’s decision about a
building’s future through the courts, but this
case – precedent-setting as it has proved –
was one that needed to be taken.
Through it the court considered the option
of retaining and strengthening a significant
heritage building against the owner’s
preference of demolition and the decision
has set a precedent as to how Category 1
properties are treated by authorities under the
Resource Management Act and how that Act
can work alongside the Building Act.
The Harcourts Building is an eight-storey
Chicago style building built in 1928 on Lambton
Quay. It was recognised as a Category 1 historic
place in 1990 and remains on the New Zealand
Heritage List/Rarangi Korero. It was listed for
protection in the Wellington City Council’s
District Plan in 1994, well before its acquisition
by the current owner. In July 2012 the council
issued an earthquake prone building notice
under the Building Act, requiring it to be
strengthened so it was no longer earthquake
prone, or alternatively demolished by July 2027.
After an appeal by the owner to the High
Court in relation to the Environment Court’s
refusal to grant the consent for demolition,
the matter was referred back to the
Environment Court on two points of law.
There it was determined that there was an
economic case for the building’s retention,
and that it could be safely repaired and made

code compliant with its heritage values
preserved. The Environment Court considered
that there were reasonable alternatives to
demolition. The owner has since indicated
that he intends to strengthen the building
and secure tenants which Heritage New
Zealand supports. Wellington’s heritage will
be the richer for its retention.
Several key principles highlighted by this
case were detailed in my editorial piece
which was published in the Dominion Post
newspaper in 2013 and are worth reinforcing.
It is essential that commercial property owners
undertake pre-purchase due diligence with
respect to District Plan rules and earthquake
strengthening requirements. When resource
consent applications are made for demolition
of protected heritage buildings genuine
attempts must be made to evaluate all
available options for retention with costs and
benefits appropriately assigned. In this case
the owner indicated that all of the costs of
seismic strengthening could be attributed
to the Harcourts Building while ignoring the
significant benefits accruing to the adjoining
HSBC building which was not built until 2002
and has the same owner.
The Environment Court considered the facts of
the case on their merits, against the applicable
law and plan rules. This process tested what
was appropriate and/or fair not only to the
owner but the wider public in taking into
account variables including economic, social,
historic, architectural and public safety impacts
on a building’s retention or otherwise.

Seismic strengthening of buildings to ensure
public safety is an issue Heritage New Zealand
has promoted for a number of years, with the
focus sharpened following the 2010 and 2011
Canterbury earthquakes. Where there are
viable alternatives to retain significant heritage
buildings other than demolition they need to
be fully considered by the owner.
In his evidence Wellington-based property
owner and developer Sir Robert Jones said well
preserved and located heritage commercial
buildings command a premium everywhere,
having a prestige and pride of ownership factor
and that there was overwhelming evidence to
support this.
Code-compliant heritage buildings
are becoming increasingly desirable to
businesses because they can offer a unique
point of difference, a character setting and
can be modified and retrofitted with 21st
century fittings. The challenge is adapting
these buildings for reuse to better suit the
commercial property market, and amending
and enhancing floor plates to promote an
environment conducive to securing economic
success for the owner and tenant.
Investment in strengthening has worked for
owners in Wellington. It has resulted in highly
tenanted buildings that enhance the city’s
heritage value and character. Examples of
privately-owned properties include Shed 22
and the former DIC, BNZ, Whitcoulls, Odlins,
Wellington Free Ambulance, Morgan, and
Huddart Parker buildings to name a few. And
there are many other examples nationwide.
In his evidence to the Environment Court Sir
Robert aptly summed up the relationship
between owners, engineers and architects
working together in retaining and reusing
our valued heritage buildings when he said:
“Engineering is often viewed as a profession
with prescribed standard remedies, but it’s
simply not true, instead it can be highly
creative. Often a design solution is arrived at
through an imaginative process.”
That there continue to be such examples of
innovative thinking taking place nationwide
augurs well for the retention of our most
important heritage landmarks. n

BRUCE CHAPMAN
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FEATURE INTERVIEW

Matt at Moonlight
Creek water race,
Mount Creighton
pastoral lease near
Queenstown. This
is a flumed and
rock cut water race
about 8km long
with construction
commencing in 1898.
(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW
ZEALAND)

Enjoying stories of the people
Dr Matthew Schmidt is Heritage New Zealand’s Otago/Southland
Archaeologist and since 2009 has been an International
Correspondent on heritage for UNESCO. He talks to Rosemary Baird.

Q:

How did you become an
archaeologist?
When I was younger I had an interest in ancient
buildings – I read encyclopaedias on Egypt,
Rome and South America. When I was about
nine I was given a View-Master with film of
archaeology. In my teenage years I got involved
through excavations and surveying and when
I got to university I did that as well. I got the
opportunity when I was about 19 to go to Africa
to where Richard Leakey (a Kenyan politician,
paleoanthropologist and conservationist) had
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been working on Koobi Fora – an evolution
site a couple of million years old. We saw what
work they were doing there and then we visited
some sites where they had excavated some
of the animals that were alive at the time. That
really confirmed for me that I would continue
doing archaeology. I came back and finished
my degree at Otago and then I did a Masters
at Auckland specialising in investigation and
dating of pa sites. Then I got a scholarship to do
a PhD specialising in radiocarbon dating of New
Zealand sites at the University of Waikato.

Q:

Where have you worked during
your career?
At the end of 1997 my wife and myself thought
we’d travel for three months. I had some
archaeological work in England when I first
got there but the pay wasn’t very good. I used
to do format publications as a sideline in New
Zealand so I ended up as a publishing manager
for England’s second largest educational
company. My office looked onto the back
door of the British Museum so at lunchtimes
I’d go take my colleagues for tours of the
museum which was quite funny. I found I
actually got more opportunity to visit sites by
just turning up rather than by working on the
excavations. I visited archaeological sites all
over England, Europe, Asia and Egypt. I’d just
talk to archaeologists and they’d say ”oh we’re
excavating here” and they’d show me around.
My wife and I came back to New Zealand in
2004 because we’d been living in England for

seven years. I was an independent contractor
and then I worked for the Department of
Conservation. The opportunity came up for
Heritage New Zealand’s regional archaeologist
in Otago/Southland in 2006 so I applied for it
and got the job.

Q:

Why are you so passionate about
archaeology?
I just love how it shows the story of people,
how they did things in the past and how things
have changed. Someone was there; they’ve left
an imprint on the landscape. It fascinates me
how people lived without modern technology

and how people communicated. There’s a
sense of discovery. Every site is new, even if it
has been recorded before.

Q:

What are your favourite
archaeological sites you’ve visited?
In my travels I’ve been blown away by quite
a few sites. The buried army in China, that
was unbelievable. One really cool site was in
Jerusalem. The site was closed but I met an
archaeologist who got me in. It was a tunnel
that went under the old city and a stream
flowed through it. It was a few thousand years
old and you could see the pick marks on the

side. The New Zealand stuff is amazing too.
Where you come across very early Maori sites it
always amazes me because New Zealand was
the last major landmass to be colonised.

Q:

What has been a favourite
archaeological project in the
Southern Region?
A project on the Whaler’s Station on Stewart
Island, because it was such a good community
project. The site was amazing. It had some
unique features for world archaeology. It’s
really important for the history of the Antarctic
and New Zealand. We went snorkelling on a
sunken 1853 American whaler wreck there and
it’s still got the 1863 copper sheathing on the
outside of the hull. When we did the project
the community came over, helped clear the
site and really got involved. I think that’s how
archaeology is best done, by involving the local
community.

Q:

How do you see the future of
archaeology in New Zealand?
We know a lot about the sites in New Zealand
and when people arrived and what they did.
We now have to get into managing our history,
managing the cultural heritage. I know some
goldfield sites where I went as a kid; a lot are
overgrown now. You can’t see them. New
Zealand as a whole has to get into direct site
management. It’s really important because
in my research I spend a lot of time involved
with coastal erosion. In coastal areas you have
to understand what’s there and then try and
manage the ones that you know have potential
to survive. A lot of it’s actually very easy to do.
Like the Fish Ponds here in Dunedin where
brown trout were first released in New Zealand.
I worked with Fish and Game and Mountain
Bike Otago and we’ve cleared vegetation,
excavated the ponds, put fencing around them
and the interpretation panel will go up soon.
Now that site will sit there quite happily for the
public to enjoy.

Q:
Matt at the Homeward Bound Battery, Macetown. It is New Zealand’s largest surviving standing
stamper battery and the best example of a late 19th century/early 20th century international
design of a stamp mill. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

What skills does it take to be a good
archaeologist?
I think the main thing is communication and
understanding not just the site as it is but what
it represents in terms of the people who created
it and how it is important to the community
today. Too often archaeologists just look at
the scientific side. But modern archaeology is
connecting with all those who are part of that
site and who have a relationship with it. n

heritage.org.nz
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has been to ensure places on the New
Zealand Heritage List are also on the
Plan through the council schedule, the
primary means of protecting historic
places

NORTHERN REGION

n Specific objectives, policies and rules
for identifying, assessing and managing
historic heritage and areas of special
character
n Clarification of how archaeological sites
are dealt with – especially to avoid overlap
between the proposed plan and the
archaeological controls of the Heritage
New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014
n Management of sites and places of
significance or value to Mana Whenua.

The Category 1-listed Civic Theatre Building on Queen Street. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

Submissions on Auckland’s
Proposed Unitary Plan
Auckland is a rapidly growing city, and with that growth comes
associated challenges.
THE PROPOSED Auckland Unitary Plan
is designed to enable Auckland to work
towards its vision of becoming the world’s
most liveable city by ensuring that it can
meet economic and housing needs, help
its centres meet their real potential, while
protecting and enhancing what Aucklanders
value most about their city.
Deciding what can be built and where – as
well as how to create a higher quality and
more compact city – are decisions that
potentially impact on Auckland’s heritage;
whether that involves historic buildings,
archaeological sites or sites that have cultural
significance for Maori.
“The Proposed Auckland Unitary Plan is
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a far-reaching document with one of its
overall goals to provide for intensification
of development within the existing urban
area. As such it is important that heritage is
adequately identified and protected,” says
Heritage New Zealand’s Auckland-based
planner, Duncan McKenzie.
“Because of the importance of the plan in
determining Auckland’s future, Heritage
New Zealand’s staff in Auckland have made
extensive submissions on it covering a range
of important heritage issues.”
These include:
n Identification of significant historic
heritage and its protection through
scheduling on the plan – a key thrust

“Hearings on the proposed plan began
in November following the submission
period. So far Heritage New Zealand staff
have appeared before the Panel to provide
professional opinions on regional level
objectives and policies as they relate to
different aspects of historic heritage covered
in our submissions,” says Duncan.
“In 2015 hearings are continuing, with the
Panel drilling down into the more detailed
objectives, policies and rules affecting
historic heritage and character, including
the heritage schedules. We will continue
to provide the Panel with our professional
advice on these matters.”
Heritage New Zealand has also been
involved in mediation and discussions to
address some of these issues and concerns,
and has had particular success in mediation
with the Independent Maori Statutory Board
who advise the council on the protection of
heritage – reaching substantial agreement
before the hearing itself, including with
several Mana Whenua groups and council.
“We’ll continue to work with other
stakeholder submitters to mediate and
resolve issues before the hearings of 2015,”
Duncan says.
“The Proposed Auckland Unitary Plan
consultation process has provided a strategic
opportunity, both for us and other heritage
groups and individuals in Auckland, to help
shape the Plan – and influence how Auckland
will manage its heritage in the future.” n

NORTHERN REGION

Mangungu
celebrations a
success
About 300 people gathered
at Horeke in the Hokianga
on 4 February when the
Governor-General – Lt
Gen The Rt Hon Sir Jerry
Mateparae and Minister for
Arts, Culture and Heritage,
Hon Maggie Barry visited
Mangungu Mission, the
historic Wesleyan mission
house cared for by Heritage
New Zealand.

His Excellency Sir Jerry Mateparae speaking at the Mangungu
Mission commemoration event. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

THE LAST representative of the Queen to visit
Mangungu Mission was Lieutenant Governor
Hobson, under Queen Victoria, who officiated
at the third and largest signing of the Treaty of
Waitangi on 12 February 1840 – barely a week
after the historic signing at Waitangi.
Sir Jerry acknowledged the commitment
of the local Hokianga community in
commemorating the Treaty signing at
Mangungu every year on 12 February, and
also expressed a desire to visit as many sites

where the Treaty was signed as possible
during 2015, the 175th anniversary of the
Treaty of Waitangi.
Minister Barry said there would be many
opportunities to mark this significant
anniversary this year, from large scale
community events to small scale gatherings.
They all would provide a unique opportunity
to reflect on our national identity, where we
have come from and where we find ourselves
today as a modern nation. n

NATIONAL FOCUS

Chance for public to have their say
Heritage New Zealand is preparing five general statements of policy to guide its work in the administration of
archaeological sites, the historic places it cares for, the New Zealand Heritage List/Rarangi Korero (formerly the
Register of Historic Places), the new National Historic Landmarks List/Nga Manawhenua o Aotearoa me ona
Korero Tuturu and its statutory advocacy role.
IT IS AN opportunity for the public to have
their say on how Heritage New Zealand
identifies and recognises significant
heritage, manages heritage properties,
assesses applications for the modification
of archaeological sites, inputs into planning
processes and provides advice to owners
of heritage properties. The statements of
policy have been available since 3 February
online at www.heritage.org.nz and from
our offices in Kerikeri, Auckland, Tauranga,

Wellington, Christchurch and Dunedin. The
public have until 17 April to make written
submissions.
The draft policies have been prepared
following the process set out in the Heritage
New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014
and the policies will be finalised by 20
November 2015.
Letters were sent to key stakeholders – including
iwi, central and local government, industry and

heritage groups – seeking feedback on the draft
policies. A series of consultation hui are taking
place at 15 locations nationwide and will end
this month.
Following the public notification period
submissions will be considered and the draft
policies revised by Heritage New Zealand.
The draft policies will then be considered
by Heritage New Zealand’s Maori Heritage
Council and Board for final approval. n
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SOUTHERN REGION

“I THINK MOST
PEOPLE IN
RANGIORA
LOOK ON THIS
BUILDING
FONDLY.
IT HOLDS
A LEGACY
OF SHARED
EXPERIENCES
AND
MEMORIES.”
– STEWART ROSS

The Rangiora Town Hall and new extension. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

New life for Rangiora’s ‘Old Dame’
The historic Rangiora Town Hall’s upgrade and extension has been
completed and the building was officially opened in February. The
new theatre, music rooms and movie theatre are a fantastic resource
for the Waimakariri community. Locals are pleased that the iconic and
well-loved heritage building has been retained and strengthened.
THE RANGIORA TOWN HALL is a Category
2 historic place on the New Zealand
Heritage List/Rarangi Korero. The Town Hall,
which includes a library and reading room,
was opened in 1926. Seating 600 people,
the building has been home to many
cultural activities over the years but its
future was uncertain before the Canterbury
earthquakes of 2010 and 2011. The
Waimakariri Council had received advice
to demolish the Town Hall and build a new
complex, while some architects felt the site
was too small and advised looking for a
different site. The earthquakes heightened
the need to make a decision about the
future of the hall.
Craig Sargison, Waimakariri District Council
Community and Recreation Manager, asked
architect Stewart Ross for his opinion.
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Stewart, a long-time theatre aficionado who
designed the new and old Court Theatres in
Christchurch, wanted to keep the building.
“It would have been a huge loss to the
community,” Stewart says.

Stewart affectionately calls the building
‘The Old Dame’ and his attention to detail is
evident throughout the design. The faded
terracotta colour exterior paint colour was
created specially by Resene for the Town
Hall, and has been named Old Dame in
honour of the building. Stewart made sure
some of the original features of the building
returned. In the upstairs function room the
original windows have been re-opened.
“The room is a delight,” says Stewart. “It
looks over to Mt Grey and the Alps.”
Dave Margetts agrees that this project is a
post-earthquake success story.

“I think most people in Rangiora look on this
building fondly. It holds a legacy of shared
experiences and memories.”

“It set an early precedent as to what is
possible when returning heritage buildings
back into new uses following a major
natural event,” he says.

Stewart was subsequently given the design
contract and immediately contacted
Dave Margetts at Heritage New Zealand.
Whenever he works on heritage buildings
Ross always involves Heritage New Zealand
early on in the design process and talks
through any issues. His approach was to
maintain as much of the original fabric of
the building as possible and preserve its
original details.

“The design retains its former theatre
and hall, sympathetically adding new
performance spaces to the lower
significance external walls to create a
compatible whole. Heritage New Zealand
was consulted at key milestones in the
design and consenting of the project to
ensure the least reduction of heritage
values, while creating an exciting
community facility.” n

NORTHERN REGION

Discarded whale chaser propellers lie on the beach at Price’s Inlet, Stewart Island (CREDIT: NZHPT)

St Faith’s Church at Ohinemutu. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

Centenary of faith at Ohinemutu
One of Rotorua’s most loved historic buildings celebrated its
centenary recently.
ST FAITH’S CHURCH at Ohinemutu on the
shores of Lake Rotorua marked 100 years since
its dedication – a fitting anniversary given the
commemorations around the anniversary of
World War I beginning.
One of the features of St Faith’s is its soldiers’
cemetery according to Heritage New
Zealand’s Maori Heritage Advisor Traditional
Arts, Jim Schuster.
“The cemetery is unusual in that it contains
the graves of soldiers who returned home
from serving overseas,” he says.
“Rather than be buried at their own marae,
many soldiers chose instead to be buried
here together with their comrades in arms –
a reflection of what they had been through
together.”
In previous years Jim has trained tourist guides
to tell some of the stories behind the building
and surrounding area.
“St Faith’s is built in the Tudor style – similar to

other buildings in Rotorua constructed at the
time, including the Bath House,” he says.
“Inside is different however. As well as
traditional Christian decorative elements like
stained glass windows, there are also tukutuku
panels and kowhaiwhai patterns. One Bishop
described the church as a “confluence of
cultures.”
One of the church’s most distinctive features
was added in the 1960s when it was extended
to one side, creating the Galilee Chapel.
“The chapel has the famous etched window
overlooking Lake Rotorua, with Christ depicted
as Maori and wearing a korowai,” says Jim.
“Sitting in the pew, it looks like he is walking
on the lake, and this impression really
comes alive when ducks on the lake in the
background swim around his feet. Often
people have to do a double take.”
St Faith’s is one of several churches in the
North Island incorporating a distinctive fusion

The stunning interior at St Faith’s. (CREDIT: ANDREW WARNER)

of Christian and Maori elements. Examples
include St Mary’s Church at Tikitiki and the
Rangiatia Church at Otaki. Jim’s grandfather
– Tene Waitere – is said to have carved the
original pulpits for both Rangiatia Church and
St Faith’s.
The church and its grounds are a repository
of stories and information – from the grave
of surveyor and public servant Gilbert Mair,
through to a flagpole marking the place
where missionary Thomas Chapman raised
a sheet on a pole to attract Maori to hear his
first service among the Te Arawa people.
Chapman’s pastoral assistant – Ihaia Te Ahu –
came with him from Northland to translate,
and became a Reverend after Chapman’s
death. Ihaia Te Ahu eventually left Rotorua
in 1889 and spent some time as chaplain
at St Stephen’s School in Auckland before
returning home to Northland where he died.
His memory lives on, however, in a famous
waiata which is always sung at Te Arawa
gatherings.
St Faith’s occupies a special place in Rotorua’s
built heritage.
“It’s very fitting that the 100th anniversary of
the dedication of this taonga was marked so
well by its congregation and supporters.” n
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EQUINE ANZAC MEMORIALS

Theresa Rosanowski at the memorial plaque. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

Remembering the horses of World War I
Birch Hill Station Cemetery is tucked away on a small parcel of land at Glentui in the Waimakariri District.
The peaceful spot had been a well-kept secret by locals who regularly enjoy summer picnics amidst the
graves under flowering cherry blossom trees. But since early this year the site has begun to receive more
public attention and recognition.
BIRCH HILL STATION Cemetery was
created in 1937 as a private cemetery for
those associated with the station’s sheep
run. It was established by LieutenantColonel Edward B Millton, son of Captain
William N Millton, who set up the station
in 1874. Edward was renowned for running
his property with military precision. Horses
were a key part of station life and he and
his workers were closely involved with
mounted infantry training. During World
War I a number of workers and horses
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from Birch Hill Station served abroad. The
cemetery’s focal point is a monument
commemorating Edward’s parents, the
pioneering Millton and Ford families, as
well as the horses of the 8th Regiment New
Zealand Mounted Rifles (NZMR) that died
in the Great War from 1914-1918, and the
10 men of Birch Hill Station who fought in
that war.
A proposal to enter the Birch Hill Station
Cemetery as a Category 2 historic place
on the New Zealand Heritage List/Rarangi

Korero has recently been publically
notified. Robyn Burgess, Heritage Advisor
Registration for Canterbury/West Coast, says
that “of particular interest is the intrigue of
its large stone monument commemorating
both horses and soldiers from World War I.”
Memorials which recognise equine service
during World War I are rare, both in New
Zealand and overseas. The Birch Hill
Station Cemetery memorial has been an
integral part of local World War I centenary
celebrations. Last month members of the

THERESA DESCRIBES THE PROCESS AS “LIKE
ORGANISING TWO WEDDINGS”.
local community hosted a memorial horse
ride to the Birch Hill Station Cemetery
to mark the 100th anniversary of New
Zealand’s military horses in World War I.
The event was initiated by local horse
enthusiast Theresa Rosanowski, who lives
close to the cemetery. She first had the
idea for the event after reading in her
local paper about the World War I plaque
at the cemetery.
“I jumped out of bed and started writing
down ideas or else I knew I wouldn’t
sleep,” she says.
“I started making phone calls and talking
to people. I invited the oldest living
member of the district to tea – he’s a
retired farmer – and he found the route.
When we went over it every single farmer
was in his paddock that day and they all
said yes. It was meant to be. Within an
hour-and-a-half the route was planned. It
was amazing.”

Planning the event was a massive
undertaking and involved many
volunteers. Theresa describes the process
as “like organising two weddings”. Safety
was a major concern and five mounted
St John medics attended the event.
The memorial service held at Birch Hill
Station Cemetery was a poignant time to
reflect on the sacrifices made by local men
and horses. Members of the Canterbury
Messenger Pigeon club released pigeons
to recognise their vital role in the war.
No doubt the cemetery will remain a
favourite place for Waimakariri residents,
but the proposed heritage recognition
and recent publicity will hopefully result
in a wider appreciation of the tranquil
spot. The next Canterbury Heritage New
Zealand members’ tour is themed around
World War I memorials in the Waimakariri
District and Birch Hill Station will be a key
item on the itinerary. n

Birch Hill Station Cemetery. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

Memorial to Bess a
poignant tribute
OF THE MORE than 10,000 New Zealand
horses sent to serve in World War I only four
returned home.
Bess, owned by Captain Charles Guy Powles,
was one of the lucky few to be repatriated.
Bess was selected by Powles in 1914 and the
pair left New Zealand in October of that year.
They served together in Egypt, Sinai, Palestine,
France, Germany and England before finally
returning to New Zealand in 1920.
On Bess’ death in 1934, Powles erected the
small stone memorial over her grave in the
Rangitikei District. Square in shape and
topped by a large rock, the memorial has two
plaques. One lists the countries in which Bess
served during and after the war. The other
bears a text in Arabic: ‘In the Name of the Most
High God’.
This Category 1 memorial is one of very few
which remembers the role of horses in the war
and had significant value to the soldiers who
were unable to bring their horses home.
Like Phar Lap, Bess is also an Australian icon.
A photograph of Bess with a wounded New
Zealand Mounted Rifles trooper inspired an
Egyptian memorial to commemorate the
Australian and New Zealand mounted troops
in Palestine, which was relocated to Albany,
Western Australia in 1956. n
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Marking our nation’s respect
With ANZAC Day 2015 fast approaching and thousands expected to attend services
throughout the country in the year commemorating the Gallipoli campaign, it is timely
to look at some of our memorials, the legacy of the ANZAC campaign and subsequent
battles of World War I which have indelibly shaped us as a nation.

The Tinui Memorial Cross.
(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

AS WELL AS the services on 25 April there
are a number of historic landmarks that
remind us of the sacrifice of those involved.
Besides the Tinui ANZAC Cross in the
Wairarapa, other memorials include a
flagpole in Petone, a tree in Eastbourne
and a memorial bridge at Kaiparoro in the
Tararua District. With the exception of the
Kaiparoro Bridge, these memorials were
all constructed during World War I, with
the memorial tree in Eastbourne being
planted in July 1915, and the Petone ANZAC
Memorial Flagpole being erected in April
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1916 in time for the inaugural ANZAC Day
commemoration, which was when the Tinui
ANZAC Memorial Cross was erected as part
of the day’s commemoration and service.
Featherston’s ANZAC and Kiwi Hall was also
constructed during World War I and there
is a public garden in Winton, Southland,
dedicated to the ANZACs.
The Tinui ANZAC Memorial Cross Site
(Category 1) was a result of the need of
the Tinui area to tangibly demonstrate its
respect to those involved in the Gallipoli
campaign and to specifically commemorate

local men who died. The cross stands within
the Maunsell family’s Tinui Station and
on the mountain named after them. The
memorial was particularly poignant for
the Maunsell family because one of John
Maunsell’s sons fought at Gallipoli. On the
first ANZAC day in 1916, the wider Tinui
community joined in commemorations
which included a large group making the
long climb up Mount Maunsell/Tinui Taipo
to the newly erected cross. In 1965 the
original timber structure was replaced with
an aluminium equivalent.

The Memorial Bridge next to State Highway 2 at Kaiparoro. (CREDIT: GLENYS PHILLIPS)

The Memorial Flagpole in Petone. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

THE PERSONAL LOSS OF A SON AND
NEPHEW AT GALLIPOLI MOTIVATED
LOCAL CIVIL ENGINEER, ALFRED
FALKNER (1854-1939), TO CREATE
NOT ONLY A SPECIAL MONUMENT TO
COMMEMORATE THE INDIVIDUALS, BUT
ALSO TO HONOUR ANZACS.
The ANZAC Memorial Bridge, located south of Eketahuna at
Kaiparoro next to State Highway 2, is a unique structure that has
also been recognised with a Category 1 listing. The concrete arch
bridge was completed in 1922, and its memorial plaques were
unveiled on ANZAC Day 1923. It took a decade of petitioning by
local people for the bridge to be constructed. Over this period
World War I had been fought and the loss of six of the area’s young
men hit Kaiparoro hard. The personal loss of a son and nephew at
Gallipoli motivated local civil engineer, Alfred Falkner, to create not
only a special monument to commemorate the individuals, but also
to honour ANZACs.
The Category 1 ANZAC Memorial Flagpole at the Petone railway
station was devised as part of a trans-Tasman collegial venture
between employees at the Petone and Hornsby, New South Wales,
railway workshops in honour of their workmates who had fought
in the Gallipoli campaign. The ANZAC Day service in April 1916 was
attended on both sides of the Tasman by high ranking politicians
and public figures as well as the wider community. n
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The General Headquarters Building in Wellington. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

Rich history in
GHQ Building
The General Headquarters
(GHQ) Building has stood,
slightly forlorn, on the corner
of Taranaki and Buckle Streets
in Wellington since it was
vacated 22 years ago. The
building had latterly been
used by various government
departments before being
returned to the New Zealand
Defence Force in 2002.
Defence is now intending to
develop it as a Reserves and
Recruiting Centre.

PRIOR TO the arrival of colonial settlement
in Wellington, Mount Cook was the site of
the Rangitane pa, Pukeahu. The site has been
associated with government and defence history
(both Maori and European) and is part of the
wider area of Mt Cook which had a military
presence from around 1850. The GHQ Building
site was used for barracks from 1882 when the
NZ Artillery was formed.
Completed in 1912, the GHQ Building has a rich
history. It was designed to house the Director
of Stores’ offices and was probably also used
as a clothing store. The building had a central
role during the 1913 maritime strike and was
protected by armed guards. The Buckle Street
riots raged up and down the street outside,
shots were fired and rocks thrown through the
windows.
At the commencement of World War I, New
Zealand was asked by Britain to seize German
Samoa and it is thought that the Samoa Advance
Party of the New Zealand Expeditionary Force
was assembled at the GHQ Building. The building
also has significance as the earliest remaining
example of a national military administration
building and the oldest military building left on
the Mt Cook site.
The building complemented the architectural
style adopted for all buildings constructed on
Buckle Street in the late 19th and first decade of
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the 20th century. These aimed at commonality
of style, sharing features such as the use of
bricks as a building material, the majority of
which are likely to have been made by convicts
from the Mt Cook gaol.
With the opening of Pukeahu National War
Memorial Park in April 2015, Heritage New
Zealand has been involved in discussions
with Defence to consider options to retain
the building.
“This collaborative approach has been helpful
and we would like to further explore how the
building might suit Defence requirements
while retaining heritage values,” says Heritage
New Zealand Project Advisor Calum Maclean.
Work has started on the repair of the building,
including work to the roof, replacement of
guttering and steam cleaning the brickwork.
Removal of the billboards will reveal the Royal
Coat of Arms above the door. Images of World
War I soldiers will also feature on the building
and opportunities for interpretation are being
developed.
Heritage New Zealand is very positive about the
future development of the building.
“Reuse by the Defence Force is an ideal outcome
as this will re-establish the continuum of the
historic military connection to the site and values
of the building,” says Calum. n

SOUTHERN REGION

Best practice
conservation at Isaac
Theatre Royal
The Isaac Theatre Royal
reopening in Christchurch last
November was the culmination
of much hard work put in by
many people and organisations
including Heritage New Zealand,
which provided consenting
advice for the retention of
heritage features and letters of
support for Lotteries funding
applications.
THE THEATRE ROYAL was also allocated
$501,000 from the Canterbury Earthquake
Heritage Buildings Fund, a trust that Heritage
New Zealand manages.

Dave Margetts at the Isaac Theatre Royal during its refurbishment. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

Dave Margetts, Heritage Advisor Architecture
and Conservation Canterbury/West Coast,
attended the opening night.
Although much of the Isaac Theatre Royal
needed rebuilding a number of key original
features were retained. The interior marble
staircase, painted decorative canvas dome,
leadlight poppy windows and some
representative examples of plasterwork have
all been restored. Another achievement is the
retention of the brick façade, which has been
strengthened and tied into the new building.
The previous layers of brown and cream paint

have been removed, exposing the original
brick and limestone cornicing.
One of Dave’s highlights was watching the
Italian conservation team work on the painted
canvas dome.
“They were adhering all the canvas onto
a plastic shell using new technology to
strengthen it and also conserve all the
painting work,” he said.
“It was top end international best practice
conservation. That was the jewel in the crown of
the whole project.” n
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Wahi tapu listing for unique Nelson landscape feature
Te Taero a Kereopa/Te Tahuna a Tawa-i-ea (Nelson Boulder Bank) has
been formally recognised as a wahi tapu historic area by Heritage New
Zealand’s Maori Heritage Council.
THIS UNIQUE feature within the Whakatu
region is an integral part of the Maori cultural
landscape and speaks to the purakau (traditional
stories) of ancestral connection to the whenua
(land). The area is connected to the history of iwi
occupation in the wider Te Tau Ihu o Te Waka a
Maui (the prow of Maui’s canoe) and
is significant to Maori in the traditional, spiritual
and mythological senses.

The Nelson Boulder Bank.

The Nelson Boulder Bank extends for about 4km
before splitting from the mainland and stretching
as a lineal split about 1-2km offshore for a further
8km. Heritage New Zealand Central Region
Pouarahi, Anthony Tipene, says Maori communities

traditionally used Te Taero a Kereopa/Te Tahuna a
Tama-i-ea and its environs seasonally as mahinga
kai (food gathering sites) during summer, while
large quarries of pakohe (argillite) provided iwi
with material to make stone adzes.
The extensive history of Maori occupation,
activity and association has been woven into
the landscape with histories that remain integral
to collective tribal identities.
“This wahi tapu historic area listing is very
important as it recognises the significance of a
unique place to Maori, and the many different
layers of iwi history over hundreds of years,”
says Anthony. n

(CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)
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Take the test …
Fancy yourself as a bit of an expert when it comes to
Northland history? Pit your wits against Heritage New
Zealand’s new Path to Nationhood tours and see how you
go with these 10 questions prepared by John O’Hare.

The Stone Store and Kemp House in Kerikeri. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

1.

Who was New Zealand’s first
commercial dairy farmer?

A man called Taiwhanga (later baptised Rawiri
Taiwhanga). Seeing a gap in the market the
former warrior, who had fought with Hongi Hika,
used his knowledge of agriculture gleaned from
the Church Missionary Society missionaries and
converted his land near Kaikohe into dairy gold.
Over the years Taiwhanga built up his herd of
cows – along with his sales of butter – supplying
weekly shipments to Paihia and Kororareka (later
named Russell). These were the first regular,
recorded sales of dairy produce in New Zealand.

2.

What famous English scientist
spent Christmas 1835 at Te
Waimate Mission?

Charles Darwin. Darwin took time out from
his voyage on the Beagle to record his general
dissatisfaction with New Zealand and the Bay
of Islands in his journal – until he came across
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Te Waimate Mission which he described in
glowing terms. “The sudden appearance of an
English farm-house and its well dressed fields,
placed there as if by an enchanter’s wand, was
exceedingly pleasant,” Darwin wrote.

3.

On 3 May 1820 Rev John Butler
recorded an event that took place
at Kerikeri which he believed
would go down in history. What happened
on that day?
This was the day the agricultural plough was
first used in New Zealand. Butler later recorded
in his journal that “I trust that this day will be
remembered with gratitude, and its anniversary
kept by ages yet unborn”. Sorry, Reverend.

4.

What remarkable architectural
feature was attached to the Stone
Store in Kerikeri when it was first
completed in 1836?
A timber bell tower featured on its roof. In his

journal Voyage of His Majesty’s Ships Adventure
and Beagle the future Governor of New
Zealand, Robert FitzRoy, noted “a church-like
building of stone with a clock on the tower
…”. Enquiring of missionary Charles Baker
how long that “respectable looking church”
had been built, he was disappointed to learn
that the ‘church’ was in fact the Stone Store.

5.

Which bird was responsible for
giving Kororareka (now Russell) its
original name?

The Little Blue Penguin. Local history records
a Maori leader from the area who lay dying
receiving as his last wish some cooked
penguin. His last words are recorded as: “How
sweet (reka) is the flesh of the Little Blue
Penguin (Korora).” Today Little Blue Penguins
are a protected species.

6.

Kitset homes are a common feature in New Zealand
housing. Name what is probably New Zealand’s most
famous surviving kitset house.

The Treaty House at Waitangi. Built from Australian hardwood, British
resident James Busby brought the pre-cut Treaty House in numbered
segments with him from Sydney.

7.

Where was New Zealand’s first road for wheeled traffic
built?

Just north of Kaeo. Interestingly – given the large number
of logging trucks now operating in the area – the original road
was also built for logging. In this case it was used to help haul out
22-25 metre-long kauri spars to HMS Dromedary, anchored in the
Whangaroa Harbour.

8.

Which New Zealand-built ship was behind our first
Trans-Tasman trade incident?

The Sir George Murray. Built in the Hokianga, it was arrested
in Sydney in 1830 for not flying the flag of its country of origin – a
clear violation of international law. New Zealand at the time did not
have a national flag. The Sir George Murray was seized and later sold by
the authorities in Australia.

Voice
behind
the stories
brings
history
alive
Voiceover artist and producer Tui Ruwhiu of
West Auckland has a passion for history.
Tui had a ringside seat recording vocal narratives for Heritage
New Zealand’s recently launched Heritage Trails app which tells
stories from one of the most dynamic and colourful periods of New
Zealand’s history. The six app-based tours of Northland, collectively
called Path to Nationhood, detail some of the earliest events when
Maori and Pakeha first met prior to the Treaty of Waitangi.
“I’ve always had a fascination with history, and to hear in detail
about some of the different aspects of history in the North was a
real pleasure,” says Tui.
“This particular job was educational – and a lot of fun.”

9.

Which roving English freelance artist bemoaned
the lack of hospitality from missionaries at the Hohi
Mission Station when he showed up uninvited and
unannounced for Christmas in 1827?
Augustus Earle – who takes up the story when saying “… they gave
us no welcome, but, as our boats approached the shore, they walked
away to their own dwellings, closed their gates and doors after them,
and gazed at us through their windows; and during three days that
we passed in a hut quite near them, they never exchanged one word
with any of the party.”

10.

Narrating the stories brought to mind Tui’s own strong Northland
connections, and part of his childhood in which he spent time
living within a stone’s throw of the place where some of New
Zealand’s most significant historical events occurred.
“I whakapapa to Otaua outside Kaikohe, though we moved around
the North Island when I was a child,” he says.
“My dad was the chef who opened the Waitangi Hotel, and the
staff house where we lived for a while used to be where Te Korowai
o Maikuku – the canoe house which houses the ceremonial waka
Ngatokimatawhaorua – sits today.”
Learning about our past is important, says Tui.

Which notable early ship-owner and trader
was nicknamed ‘the Tuatara’ by Maori in the
Hokianga?

James Reddy Clendon. He arrived in the Hokianga in 1829, though
found it hard to get a cargo to fill his ship. Desperate to fill his boat
with a payload, he sailed from inlet to inlet looking for timber to load.
Maori, watching him with interest, likened him to a lizard seeking
food in holes and crannies and nicknamed him the Tuatara. n

“It’s important for Kiwis to learn about the early history of our
country because it shaped the nation that we are today. The Path to
Nationhood app is an educational and entertaining tool that brings
life to seemingly static landscapes through history,” he says.
“I look forward to taking it with me next time I head north, and
getting the most benefit and enjoyment from it by using it at the
locations for which it is intended.” n
For a free download of the Path to Nationhood suite
of Northland tours visit heritage.org.nz/apps or search
for Heritage Trails through your online app store.
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“Training people in agriculture is important to
meet the challenges of having a prosperous
New Zealand. We need productive farms and
society has concerns about our environmental
footprint.”

Jim and Diana Howard. (CREDIT: MURRAY WILSON/FAIRFAX NZ)

Historic ‘Westoe’
becomes a
training school
After more than 10 years of
negotiation, Jim and Diana Howard
recently handed over their historic
‘Westoe’ Rangitikei farm property
of 480ha to Lincoln University to
become a school for young farmers.
It is Lincoln’s first North Island
sheep and beef farm that is both a
demonstration and training farm.
JIM HOWARD, who received a Queen’s Service
Medal in the New Year Honours for services to
conservation and the community, says it had
always been his plan to go in this direction and
he, Diana and family were delighted to conclude
this agreement to train people in sheep and
beef and cropping.
“We had been looking for a training organisation
for the property for some years and we found
it in Lincoln University. The farm will be well
looked after in the future, and it will be doing a
valuable job for the community and agriculture.
There will be training, education and appropriate
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research. I am very happy with the way we have
worked with Lincoln.”
The Lincoln Westoe Trust which has been
formed will work closely with local iwi, Ngati
Apa. The iwi group has made known its desire
to see the relationship with Lincoln University
develop to make sure its descendants move
into a range of primary sector careers such as
farm management, agribusiness and scientific
research.
Lincoln University chancellor, Tom Lambie, a
former Federated Farmers head says having
the farm in trust is a real opportunity for the
university and the Rangitikei community.

Westoe Homestead. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

Tom says he is concerned that New Zealand
needs a basket of export products, not just a
reliance on dairying. As well as offering farming
qualifications, the Lincoln Westoe Trust will be
supporting arborism and horticulture in the big
gardens that surround the historic homestead.
Westoe Farm will be managed by the Duncan
Land Company and aspects of its operation,
including training and demonstration, will be
integrated with the sheep farming and training
operation of Otiwhiti Station at Hunterville.
Westoe Homestead, Category 1 listed, was
built for Sir William Fox, politician, painter,
and a keen advocate for the temperance
movement in New Zealand in 1874. Fox
was a Member of Parliament and during a
varied public career he held the positions of
Colonial Secretary, Attorney General and was
four times Premier of New Zealand. Fox sold
Westoe in 1885 and the homestead and lands
were acquired by James Howard, and the
ownership of the property has remained to
this time in the Howard family.
Westoe Homestead is set in an extensive and
beautiful woodland garden. Jim and Diana
Howard are now living in Marton but, being
born and bred in the Rangitikei, Jim says they
love the region and have no plans to leave. n

On the right trail in
Northland

NORTHERN REGION

Northland will soon have another
tourism string to add to its bow.
THE TWIN COAST Cycle Trail – Pou Herenga
Tai is due to be completed this year. It will
provide cyclists with a relaxing journey through
some of New Zealand’s earliest European and
Maori settlements.
The Hokianga end of the new 84km cycle trail
will begin outside Mangungu Mission which is
cared for by Heritage New Zealand. It was the
site of the third and largest signing of the Treaty
of Waitangi in 1840.

The view to Mangungu Mission. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

“We’re expecting a noticeable increase in visitors
to Mangungu Mission once the trail has been
fully completed,” says Heritage New Zealand’s
Mita Harris.

A unique feature of the cycle trail is the series
of Pou that have been erected along the
route. Hand-carved by local iwi, the Pou recall
the history and stories of iwi and Pakeha
settlements in and around the area.

historical importance,” says Mita. “In parts
the route follows ancient Maori trails from
the east to west coast, providing stunning
vistas over the Hokianga Harbour and the
Bay of Islands.”

“We believe visitors will love the experience of
exploring Mangungu as part of their Twin Coast
Cycle Trail experience.”

“The cycle trail will offer a unique experience
for riders – crossing rural farm country
and small towns as well as many sites of

Parts of the trail are already up and running, with
the full trail expected to be completed later this
year. n
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Fine example of
modernist architecture
recognised

Another significant modernist building has been added to
the New Zealand Heritage List.
RECENTLY APPROVED by the Board
as a Category 1 listing is the Freyberg
Pool, a memorial to prominent New
Zealand swimming champion, war
hero and former Governor General of
New Zealand, Sir Bernard Cyril (Lord)
Freyberg, in Oriental Bay, Wellington.
Heritage researcher, Karen Astwood,
says this striking reinforced concrete
swimming pool building is a fine
example of New Zealand modernist
architecture, with its asymmetrical
butterfly roof, curtain glass walls and
clean lines.
“The outstanding architectural
qualities of the pool have been
recognised by national experts
such as the New Zealand Institute
of Architects who awarded it an
Enduring Architecture Award, and by

DOCOMOMO New Zealand as one of
the country’s key examples of modern
architecture,” says Karen.
Long-standing Wellington architectural
firm King and Dawson designed the
building in 1961, and a partner in the
practice, Jason Smith, took the lead
on the project. Lemmon and Slack
Construction Limited began creating
the Freyberg Pool by demolishing the
Te Aro Baths, a public swimming pool
built on the site in 1900, and reclaiming
the land.
Karen says that as the pool was nearing
completion in 1963, Lord Bernard
Freyberg died at Windsor, London. He
had been the first New Zealand-raised
Governor General (1946-1952), spent his
youth in Wellington and developed his
swimming talent at the Te Aro Baths. n
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Visitors enjoying what the café has to offer. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

Honey House
Café a hive of
activity
Staff at the Honey House Café –
tucked behind Kerikeri’s Kemp
House and Stone Store – are quite
literally on a roll.

The Honey House Café in Kerikeri. (CREDIT: HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND)

FROM EARLY DECEMBER, when the café
opened, through to the end of January café
staff rolled a grand total of 2400 Tip Top ice
cream cones and made about 3000 cups of
Vivace espresso – 1400 of them flat whites.

fresh scones, and yummy cakes – all of them
beautifully presented, and realistically priced
so that families can enjoy a special treat here
at one of Northland’s most historic settings,”
says Liz.

‘Kiwi vernacular’ food done well is the recipe
behind the Honey House Café’s success
according to Manager, Liz Bigwood. The style has
proven to be a massive hit for locals and visitors.

“Feedback we have received has been
overwhelmingly positive.”

“We take pride in selling good, honest food
like delicious pies, wholesome sandwiches,

Occasional additions to the menu have also
proven popular – including Toasty Pockets,
made in a bread case instead of pastry, filled
with the classic combo of egg, bacon and

corn, and topped with cheese, and Honey
Bumbles, classic crackles made with honey –
both of which are snapped up by visitors.
“Our food has the right mix of nostalgia and
mouth-watering appeal,” says Liz.
“This is the first season in which Heritage
New Zealand has run the café ‘in-house’, and
we’re thrilled with the way it’s going.”
The Honey House Café is open until midAutumn. n
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