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нΦоΦ /ƘŀǘǘŜƭǎ му 

нΦпΦ {ƻǳǊŎŜǎ му 

оΦ {LDbLCL/!b/9 !{{9{{a9b¢ нл 

оΦмΦ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ сс όмύ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ нл 

оΦнΦ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ сс όоύ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ нм 

пΦ !tt9b5L/9{ но 

пΦмΦ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ мΥ ±ƛǎǳŀƭ LŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ !ƛŘǎ но 

пΦнΦ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ нΥ ±ƛǎǳŀƭ !ƛŘǎ ǘƻ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ну 

пΦоΦ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ оΥ ±ƛǎǳŀƭ !ƛŘǎ ǘƻ tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ оп 

пΦпΦ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ пΥ {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ оу 

 
Disclaimer 
 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ [ƛǎǘκwņǊŀƴƎƛ YǁǊŜǊƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ƻŦ 
the property concerned and should not be construed as advice on the state of the property, or as a comment 
of its soundness or safety, including in regard to earthquake risk, safety in the event of fire, or insanitary 
conditions. 
Archaeological sites are protected by the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014, regardless of 
ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ [ƛǎǘκwņǊŀƴƎƛ YǁǊŜǊƻ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΦ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 
ΨǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŜ-1900 human activity, where there may be evidence relating to the history of New 
½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ [ƛǎǘ ŜƴǘǊȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
provisions of the Act apply to the property (s) concerned. Please contact your local Heritage New Zealand office 
for archaeological advice.
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t¦wth{9 hC w9±L9² 
 

¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǾŀǊȅ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aǘ !ǳǊǳƳ ŀƴŘ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǎƛǘŜ 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƛǊŜ ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ нлмуΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ aǘ !ǳǊǳƳ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎƘƘƻǳǎŜΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜΦ 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ aǘ !ǳǊǳƳ 

IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎƘƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлму ŦƛǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ н ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 

 



 

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga ς List Entry Review Report for a Historic Place, List No. 5176 4 

9·9/¦¢L±9 {¦aa!w¸  
 

¢ƘŜ ²ŀƪŀǘƛǇǳ ²ŀƛƳņƻǊƛ κ [ŀƪŜ ²ŀƪŀǘƛǇǳ ŀƴŘ IŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴǎǘƻǿƴ [ŀƪŜǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ 

ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ Yņƛ ¢ŀƘǳΦ ! ŘŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭΣ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭΣ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ²ŀƪŀǘƛǇǳ ²ŀƛƳņƻǊƛΦ  9ŀǊƭȅ aņƻǊƛ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜ {ƘƻǘƻǾŜǊ wƛǾŜǊ ŀǎ 

YƛƳƛ 'ƪŀǳΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ΨƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀǎǘΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ¢Ŝ ¢ŀƛ ƻ tƻǳǘƛƴƛ κ 

²Ŝǎǘ /ƻŀǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻǳǘŜΦ 

hƴ .ǳǊƪŜǎ ¢ŜǊǊŀŎŜ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ YƛƳƛņƪŀǳ κ {ƘƻǘƻǾŜǊ wƛǾŜǊ DƻǊƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ aƻǳƴǘ !ǳǊǳƳ ǘƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ 

ōŜƘƛƴŘΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ aǘ !ǳǊǳƳ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ 5ŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŘ 

ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ όōŜǘǿŜŜƴ муслǎ ŀƴŘ мфмпύ ǿƘŜƴ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƎƎƭȅ ōǳǘ ōǳǎȅ 

ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΦ 

{ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ǇƻŎƪŜǘǎ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ǘŜǊǊŀŎŜǎ όǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 

tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ¢ŜǊǊŀŎŜύ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ .ǳƭƭŜƴŘŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ {ƛƴŎŜ 

ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aǘ !ǳǊǳƳ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ нлмуΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ 

ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ƎƻƭŘ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǊǳǎƘŜǎ ƘŀŘ ŦŀŘŜŘΦ Lǘ 

ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

aǘ !ǳǊǳƳ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǎƛǘŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мллΣ лллπŀŎǊŜ όплΣ псу 

ƘŜŎǘŀǊŜύ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ Ǌǳƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǳǇ ōȅ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ DƛƭōŜǊǘ wŜŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мурлǎ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƎƻƭŘ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ YƛƳƛņƪŀǳ κ {ƘƻǘƻǾŜǊ wƛǾŜǊ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ мусн ǘƘŜ Ǌǳƴ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƎƻƭŘ 

ŦƛŜƭŘΦ ! ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇ ŀǘ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƛƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƻǊǎ 

ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴƻǳǎ ǘŜǊǊŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƻǇŜƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мутф ŀƴŘ мфнтΦ 

!ǎ ƎƻƭŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘΣ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭƛǎƳ ǿŀǎ ǊŜπŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ Ǌǳƴ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǳǇ ōȅ CǊŜƴŎƘ 

/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ WǳƭƛŜƴ .ƻǊŘŜŀǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘπмутлǎΦ ! ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊǳƴƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƘƛƳΦ .ȅ ǘƘŜ муфлǎΣ 

ǊǳƴƘƻƭŘŜǊ !ƴŘǊŜǿ [ŀƳōƛŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘ !ǳǊǳƳ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǎǘƻƴŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƻƻƭǎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ aƻǳƴǘ !ǳǊǳƳ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ мфнт ƛǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŜŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǳǎŜŘΦ [ƛŦŜ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ Ǌǳƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƳƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ¢ŜǊǊƛ aŀŎƴƛŎƻƭ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ōƻƻƪǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ƘƛƎƘπŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфплǎ ŀƴŘ мфрлǎΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ Ǌǳƴ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘ !ǳǊǳƳ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ 

ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎŀȊŜǘǘŜŘ ƛƴ мфунΦ 

.ȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфулǎΣ aƻǳƴǘ !ǳǊǳƳ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƘŀŘ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŘƛǎǊŜǇŀƛǊΦ wŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ 
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ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлму ǘƘŜ aǘ !ǳǊǳƳ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƛǊŜΦ Lƴ нлнм 

{ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǘƻǿƴΦ 

1. L59b¢LCL/!¢Lhb1 
1.1. bŀƳŜ ƻŦ tƭŀŎŜ 
 

bŀƳŜΥ  

{ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ όCƻǊƳŜǊύ 

 
hǘƘŜǊ bŀƳŜǎΥ 

¦ǇǇŜǊ {ƘƻǘƻǾŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ όCƻǊƳŜǊύ 

{ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ tƻƛƴǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ όCƻǊƳŜǊύ 

aǘ !ǳǊǳƳ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ όCƻǊƳŜǊύ 

 

1.2. [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
 

!ŘŘǊŜǎǎ 

{ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ wƻŀŘ 

{YLtt9w{ 

 
!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 

{ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ όb½¢a ррутнллbκнмсусту9ύ 

 
[ƻŎŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ 

vǳŜŜƴǎǘƻǿƴ [ŀƪŜǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ  

 

1.3. [ŜƎŀƭ 5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ 
 

{ŜŎ мпу .ƭƪ ·L {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ /ǊŜŜƪ {5 όwŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ b½ DŀȊŜǘǘŜΣ мфурΣ ǇΦ роусύ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ 

[ŜƎŀƭ wƻŀŘ ό{ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ wƻŀŘύΣ hǘŀƎƻ [ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ 

 

1.4. 9ȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ [ƛǎǘ 9ƴǘǊȅ 
 

 
1  This section is supplemented by visual aids in Appendix 1 of the report. 
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9ȄǘŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ {ŜŎ мпу .ƭƪ ·L {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ /ǊŜŜƪ {5 όwŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ 

wŜǎŜǊǾŜ b½ DŀȊŜǘǘŜΣ мфур ǇΦ роусύ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ [ŜƎŀƭ wƻŀŘ ό{ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ wƻŀŘύΣ hǘŀƎƻ [ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƴ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ όCƻǊƳŜǊύΣ ǘƘŜǊŜƻƴΦ όwŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀǇ ƛƴ !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ м ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴύΦ 

 

1.5. 9ƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 
 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ 

ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ Lǘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ ŦƛȄŜŘ 

ǘƻ ƭŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ƻŦ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΦ  

 

1.6. 9ȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ wŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ 
 

[ƻŎŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ tƭŀƴ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭƛƴƎ 

SCHEDULED in Proposed Queenstown Lakes District Plan, 26 August 2015. Item No. 130 

Category 2 in 26.8 Inventory of listed Heritage Features [record updated April 2021], 

demolition and relocation is a non-complying activity. 

 

Located within the {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ !млΦ 

 

wŜǎŜǊǾŜ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aǘ !ǳǊǳƳ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΣ b½ DŀȊŜǘǘŜΣ мфурΣ ǇΦ роусΦ 

 

bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ {ƛǘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ {ŎƘŜƳŜ 

{ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎƛǘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 

!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ b½!! {ƛǘŜ bǳƳōŜǊ ƛǎ 9пмκтоΦ  

 

aƻǳƴǘ !ǳǊǳƳ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎƛǘŜΣ 9пмκтнΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŦƻǊƳ 

Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǎǳōπǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ 

ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ 

ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΩ2Φ  

 

 
2 Site record for E41/72 accessed via ArchSite. Condition last updated 04/02/2018 by Peter Petchey.  



 

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga ς List Entry Review Report for a Historic Place, List No. 5176 7 

CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƎƻƭŘǿƻǊƪ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ό9пмκпу ŀƴŘ 

9пмκтп ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ό9пмκтсΣ ŀƴŘ 9пмκттύΦ  

 

2. {¦tthw¢LbD LbChwa!¢Lhb 
2.1. IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ  

 

Early history 

The ²ŀƪŀǘƛǇǳ ²ŀƛƳņƻǊƛ / Lake Wakatipu and Head of the Lake area are of great significance 

ǘƻ Yņƛ ¢ŀƘǳΦ ! ŘŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭΣ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭΣ 

historical, and traditional significance of ²ŀƪŀǘƛǇǳ ²ŀƛƳņƻǊƛΦ ά¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ Ψ²Ƙŀkatipu-wai-

ƳņƻǊƛΩ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƳŀŘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƎƻ ōȅ 

the tupuna Rakaihautu and his party of the Uruao waka. Rakaihautu is traditionally credited 

with creating the great waterways of the interior of the island with his famous ko (a tool like 

a spade), known as Tu Whakaroria (renamed Tuhiraki at the conclusion of the expedition).έ3 

A tipua (demi-god/metaphysical being) named Matua is believed to live in the lake; and it is 

his somnolescent breathing that causes the rise and fall of the lake.  

 

²ŀƪŀǘƛǇǳ ²ŀƛƳņƻǊƛ ƻƴŎŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƴƻƘƻŀƪŀ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ seasonal 

destinations of Otago ŀƴŘ aǳǊƛƘƛƪǳ κ {ƻǳǘƘƭŀƴŘ ǿƘņƴŀǳ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǹ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ generations. 

IŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜŘ ŀƘƛ ƪņ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ ƳŀƘƛƪŀ ƪŀƛ. Wakatipu WaimņƻǊƛ provided a route to 

ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ơƴŀƪŀ ŀƴŘ ƪǁƪƻǇǳ pounamu located beyond the head of the lake. Waka 

ŀƴŘ ƳǁƪƛƘƛ ǿŜǊe the key modes of transport for the pounamu trade, travelling the length 

and breadth of ²ŀƪŀǘƛǇǳ ²ŀƛƳņƻǊƛ. There were numerous tauraka waka (landing places) on 

ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎ ǳǇƻƴ ƛǘ όaŀǘŀǳ ŀƴŘ ²ņǿņƘƛ ²ŀƪŀ).  

 

9ŀǊƭȅ aņƻǊƛ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜ {ƘƻǘƻǾŜǊ wƛǾŜǊ ŀǎ YƛƳƛ 'ƪŀǳΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ΨƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀǎǘΩ, which 

may indicate an attempt to reach the West Coast through this route. The settlement of 

Skippers is located amongst Whakaari / Richardson Mountain range between Puahiri / Rees 

wƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ YƛƳƛņƪŀǳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƴƻǊǘƘ-Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ ²ƘŀƪŀǘƛǇǳ ²ŀƛƳņƻǊƛ κ [ŀƪŜ ²ŀƪŀǘƛǇǳ. 

 

¢ƘŜ ǘơǇǳƴŀ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǊƻǳǘŜǎΣ ǎŀŦŜ ƘŀǊōƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

places, and the locations of food and other resources on the lake. The lake was an integral 

part of a network of trails which were used to ensure the safest journey and incorporated 

 
3 bƎņƛ ¢ŀƘǳ /ƭŀƛƳǎ {ŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ !Ŏǘ мффу http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1998/0097/latest/DLM431308.html 

accessed 27 Feb 2020. 

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1998/0097/latest/DLM431308.html
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locations along the way that were identified for activities including camping overnight and 

ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƪŀƛΦ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ōȅ ǿƘņƴŀǳ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǹ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ 

regarded as taonga. aŀƘƛƪŀ ƪŀƛΣ ΨǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƻǊ ǇǊƻŎǳǊŜŘΩΣ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ 

ƳŀƧƻǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƎņƛ ¢ŀƘǳ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ were well documented within the Wai 27 

claim.4 The traditional mobile lifestyle of the people led to their dependence on the 

resources of the roto (lake). ¢ƘŜ ƳŀǳǊƛ ƻŦ ²ŀƪŀǘƛǇǳ ²ŀƛƳņƻǊi represents the essence that 

binds the physical and spiritual elements of all things together, generating and upholding all 

life.  

 

9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƭŀƴŘ ƭŀƪŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ aņƻǊƛΦ /ƘƛŜŦ ¢Ŝ IǳǊǳƘǳǊǳ provided Edward 

Shortland a map of the inland lakes in 1844. Lƴ муро /ƘƛŜŦ wŜƪƻ ƻŦ ¢ǹǘǹǊŀǳ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ bŀǘƘŀƴŀŜƭ 

Chalmers inland via the Mataura River as far as Wakatipu ²ŀƛƳņƻǊƛ.5 Today nohoanga 

ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ YƛƳƛņƪŀǳ κ {ƘƻǘƻǾŜǊ wƛǾŜǊ ŀǊŜ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ŀǘ aņƻǊƛ tƻƛƴǘ ƴƻǘ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ 

the site of Skippers historic settlement.6  

 
By the 1850s, the area of land later known as Mount Aurum Station formed part of a 

100,000-acre lease taken up by William Gilbert Rees for farming. Yet when two Europeans 

named Thomas Arthur and Harry Redfern discovered gold on the YƛƳƛņƪŀǳ κ Shotover in 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ муснΣ wŜŜǎΩ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ Ǌǳƴ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŜŘΦ7 In less than two months after their 

original discovery, Arthur and Redfern had won £4,000 ($492,220) of gold and the rush to 

ǘƘŜ ΨŦŀōǳƭƻǳǎ {ƘƻǘƻǾŜǊΩ ƘŀŘ ōŜƎǳƴΦ8 A thousand miners had flooded the YƛƳƛņƪŀǳ κ Shotover 

within a month.9 Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ aņƻǊƛ tƻƛƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƎƻƭŘ ƳƛƴŜǊ wņƴƛŜǊŀ ¢ņƘŜƪŜ 9ƭƭƛǎƻƴ ƻŦ ¢Ŝ 'ǘƛ !ǿŀ 

and Hakaria Haeroa discovered 300 ounces (8.5 kg) of gold in 1862.10 Internationally, the 

 
4 ¢ƘŜ bƎņƛ ¢ŀƘǳ wŜǇƻǊǘ мффмΣ ±ƻƭΦ мΣ ²ŀƛǘŀƴƎƛ ¢Ǌƛōǳƴŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ ²ŀi 27, GP Publications, Wellington, 1991, p. 150 

https://forms.justice.govt.nz/search/Documents/WT/wt_DOC_68476209/Ngai%20Tahu%20Report%201991%20V1W.pdf 

accessed 18 June 2021. 

5 Jock Phillips, 'European exploration - Otago and Southland', Te Ara - the Encyclopedia of New Zealand, 

http://www.TeAra.govt.nz/en/european-exploration/page-7 accessed 5 August 2021. 

6 bƎņƛ ¢ŀƘu Claims Settlement Act 1998 schedule 95 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1998/0097/latest/DLM431333.html accessed 5 Aug 2021. 

7 Jackie Gillies, Conservation Report, np. 

8 Currency conversions were calculated using the Reserve Bank Inflation Calculator https://www.rbnz.govt.nz/monetary-

policy/inflation-calculator accessed 5 Aug 2021. 

9 A.J. De La Mare, The Shotover River ς ΨǘƘŜ wƛŎƘŜǎǘ wƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩΥ ! IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻƭŘ aƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘƻǘƻǾŜǊ wƛǾŜǊΣ Lakes 

District Museum, Arrowtown, 1993, p.69.; J Hamel, The Archaeology of Otago, Department of Conservation, Wellington, 

2001, p.128. 

10 ΨaņƻǊƛ tƻƛƴǘΩΣ Yņ IǳǊǳ aŀƴǳ https://www.kahurumanu.co.nz/atlas accessed 5 Aug 2021Τ aņƻǊƛ tƻƛƴǘ Mindat 

https://www.mindat.org/loc-299214.html accessed 23 August 2021; Department of Conservation, Skippers Walks and 

Tracks in the Shotover Valley https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/parks-and-recreation/places-to-

visit/otago/skippers-brochure.pdf accessed 23 August 2021.  

https://forms.justice.govt.nz/search/Documents/WT/wt_DOC_68476209/Ngai%20Tahu%20Report%201991%20V1W.pdf
http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/european-exploration/page-7
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1998/0097/latest/DLM431333.html
https://www.rbnz.govt.nz/monetary-policy/inflation-calculator
https://www.rbnz.govt.nz/monetary-policy/inflation-calculator
https://www.kahurumanu.co.nz/atlas%20accessed%205%20Aug%202021
https://www.mindat.org/loc-299214.html%20accessed%2023%20August%202021
https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/parks-and-recreation/places-to-visit/otago/skippers-brochure.pdf
https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/parks-and-recreation/places-to-visit/otago/skippers-brochure.pdf
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YƛƳƛņƪŀǳ κ Shotover became known as the second richest goldfield after the Yukon and was 

declared ǘƘŜ ΨwƛŎƘŜǎǘ wƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΦ11  

 

During the rushes, a community grew up at Skippers Point ς hotels and stores and other 

services were developed on the high terraces from Skippers Point to Burkes Terrace. The 

Skippers township serviced the surrounding area with its isolated pockets of mining on 

nearby terraces (such as Pleasant Terrace) with their scattering of residences and further 

into the mountains with Bullendale and other mining operations. 

 

Yet the rush was short.12 As the gold returns declined, the settlement at Skippers shrank to a 

cluster of families who chose to settle more permanently, eking out an existence mining and 

working on the pastoral properties of the area. Land around Skippers was let under a system 

of depasturing licences or agricultural leases recorded by the Queenstoǿƴ ²ŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ /ƻǳǊǘΣ 

which maintained the rights of access for gold mining.13 The area around Skippers was 

reserved as commonage or as a town site although the town does not appear to have been 

officially surveyed.14  

 

The hot summers, cold winters and mountainous country made life difficult for pastoralists 

and residents alike. Rabbits plagued the hills, the land flooded and slid. Access to the outside 

world was difficult and often hazardous, even after the construction of Skippers Road (List 

No. 7684, Category 1). Such isolation meant that everything had to be packed in, including 

building materials; nothing was wasted, everything was reused or adapted. 

 

Run 13 ς Mount Aurum 

By the mid-1870s larger blocks in the area were being granted under lease. Run 13, which 

included 14,000 acres (5665 hectares) to the north and west of Skippers Point is recorded as 

being first taken up around 1874. Popularly it is written that Run 13 was taken in 1867 and 

 
11 Tony Nightingale, A national interpretation scheme for conservation management of historic goldrush sites, SCIENCE FOR 

CONSERVATION 262, Department of Conservation, Wellington, 2006, p.28. http://www.doc.govt.nz/documents/science-

and-technical/sfc262b.pdf accessed 5 Feb 2013. 

12 De La Mare, p 69. 

13 Otago Witness (OW), 3 Jun 1876, p.17.; A 50-acre agricultural lease was granted on Londonderry Terrace at Skippers in 

October 1866, while at the same time a gold mining lease at Skippers was not recommended to be granted. Otago Daily 

Times (ODT), 18 Oct 1866, p.4. 

14 License to occupy for pastoral purposes, No.42, David McKinlay, Licenses to occupy Crown land for pastoral purposes 1-

270, DAAK/D450/9385/Box329. Archives New Zealand, Dunedin Office; License to occupy for pastoral purposes, No.498 

Thomas Davidson and Thomas Hope, Licenses to occupy Crown land for pastoral purposes 271-509, 

DAAK/D450/9385/Box330. Archives New Zealand, Dunedin Office. 

http://www.doc.govt.nz/documents/science-and-technical/sfc262b.pdf
http://www.doc.govt.nz/documents/science-and-technical/sfc262b.pdf
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that the first lessee, Julien Bordeau (1829-1916), held the run between 1867 and 1874.15 

However, the early history of the run is difficult to trace ς between 1865 and 1869 there is 

ƴƻ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ .ƻǊŘŜŀǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴǎǘƻǿƴ ²ŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ /ƻǳǊǘΦ .ƻǊŘŜŀǳ ŘƛŘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

193-acre agricultural lease in January 1873, but that was in a different block.16 The earliest 

ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ wǳƴ мо ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ .ƻǊŘŜŀǳΩǎ ΨƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƻŎŎǳǇȅ /Ǌƻǿƴ ƭŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ 

ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΩΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ мпΣллл-acre run and a neighbouring one in 1874.17 

 

Bordeau was a well-known and colourful figure in Skippers and Queenstown. Montreal born, 

he came to New Zealand and to the Wakatipu district in 1863. He bought the Skippers Point 

IƻǘŜƭΣ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀ ōǳǘŎƘŜǊǎΣ ōŀƪŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎǘƻǊŜƪŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǇŀŎƪƛƴƎ 

stores over the rough track between Queenstown and Skippers. His store was to the east of 

where the Mount Aurum Homestead would later be.18 In his later years he shifted to Arthurs 

tƻƛƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎǘƻǊŜ ό.ƻǊŘŜŀǳΩǎ {ǘƻǊŜ όList No. 2238)) before finally settling at Burkes 

Terrace near Skippers.19 He carried the mail between Queenstown and Skippers for twenty-

five years.20 

 

.ƻǊŘŜŀǳΩǎ ǊǳƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ aƻǳƴǘ !ǳǊǳƳ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǘƻ 

manage ς it had little land for wintering stock and access was difficult. Over the next 100 

years, it had 16 lessees, which averages out at around three years tenure per lessee. On four 

occasions the lessee walked off the run.21 The 1880s saw a particularly rapid turnover of 

tenants.22 The Runs Register records David McKinlay as tenant for Run 13 in 1880.23 

Shepherds Thomas Davidson and Thomas Hope took up the lease in 1884. Davidson and 

 
15 ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ WǳƭƛŜƴ .ƻǊŘŜŀǳΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ WǳƭƛŀƴΣ .ƻǳǊŘŜŀǳȄΣ .ƻǊŘŜŀǳȄΣ .ƻǳǊŘŜŀǳΣ Wǳƭƛǳǎ .ƻǳǊŘŜŀǳȄΦ ¢ƘŜ 

record at the Queenstown cemetery spells it Julien Bordeau, as do most of the official records. This is the spelling in the 

agricultural lease application for 1873 as well, so for want of an official alternative, this variant is used. 

16 AEPG/20943/D554/13b vǳŜŜƴǎǘƻǿƴ ²ŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ DƻƭŘŦƛŜƭŘǎ aƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ [ŜŀǎŜǎ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘ .ƻƻƪΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ 

application for an agricultural lease for Bordeau recorded in the Agricultural Lease applications between 1865-1869, 

AEPG/D568/Box122/1865-1869. 

17 License to depasture stock, Julien Bordeau, 16 Apr 1874. DAAK/9387/D450/337, Licences to Occupy Crown Lands to 

Depasture Stock in the Otago Goldfields Districts, Archives New Zealand, Dunedin Office. Bordeau held the lease for Run 

20 for only a year, transferring it to David McKin-lay and James Macassay in 1875. 

18 The Press, 16 Sep 1916, p. 12. 

19 De La Mare, p. 80. 

20 License to occupy for pastoral purposes, No.42, David McKinlay, Licenses to occupy Crown land for pastoral purposes 1-

270, DAAK/D450/9385/Box329. Archives New Zealand, Dunedin Office. 

21 De La Mare, p. 80. 

22 See Figure 4. 

23 License to occupy for pastoral purposes, No.42, David McKinlay, Licenses to occupy Crown land for pastoral purposes 1-

270, DAAK/D450/9385/Box329. Archives New Zealand, Dunedin Office. 
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Hope surrendered their lease early in 1886. Skippers storekeeper Henry Augustus Evans took 

up a fourteen-year term but transferred it to Frederick Evans (mine manager at Bullendale) 

in 1888.24 In 1890 shepherd Finlay McMillan took up the lease and held it for nine years.25 

 

Andrew Lambie leased the run in 1899, adding the neighbouring runs 15 and 16. With his 

brother Bob and family he managed 32,000 acres (12,950 hectare).26 Tragically, in October 

мфмн !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ aŀǊȅ ŘƛŜŘΣ ƘŜǊ ƛƴŦŀƴǘ ǎƻƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ 

Andrew Lambie and the children remained on the run until 1917. Andrew Lambie died in 

1923 aged 66.27 RM Paterson owned the run from 1917 until his death, around 1941.28 

Paterson owned two other stations ς West Dome in Southland and Ayrburn near 

Arrowtown.29 Archie Macnicol and his family took over the run after Paterson. 

 

Where did the runholders live? 

The runholders did not necessarily live on the run. In 1880 the Runs Register records 

runholder David McKinlay as a Skippers sheep farmer, but he was already living there ς he 

had a seven-acre agricultural lease at Skippers granted in 1878.30 Local expert and historian, 

the late Peter Chandler, writes that aŎYƛƴƭŀȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƘƛŦǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ 

of Mount Aurum Homestead.31 

 

An 1888 survey plan shows that the site next to Skippers School (now identified as Mount 

!ǳǊǳƳ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘύ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀǊŜŀΩ ŦƻǊ ŀ aǊ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ Ǉƭŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ 

structures within the one-acre site.32 Thomas Francis Richards is recorded as a packer and 

labourer at Skippers 1884-1890.33 The New Zealand Archaeological Association Site Record 

 
24 Henry Augustus Evans, License to occupy Crown land for pastoral purposes, No.609, DAAK/D450/9385/Box331. Archives 

New Zealand, Dunedin Office. 

25 Runs Register, DAAK/21436/D84/768, Archives New Zealand, Dunedin Office.; Evans, Henry Augustus, Otago Nominal 

Index, http://otago-nominal-index.otago.ac.nz/details.php?recid=588724.2 ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ нс CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмоΤ aŎaƛƭƭŀƴΩǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

other house mentioned by Chandler, as making up one of the components of the Mount Aurum Homestead, see below. 

26 Gillies. 

27 ODT, 11 Oct 1915, p. 4. 

28 http://www.qldc.govt.nz/cemeteries_database_search/record/3113/surname/Lambie accessed 26 Feb 2013. 

29 Runs Register, DAAK/21436/D84/768, Archives New Zealand, Dunedin Office. Though popularly it is recorded that RM 

Paterson was the runholder, the Runs Register records W. Paterson taking up the lease in 1917. 

30 ODT, 5 Dec 1878, p.3. The lease was over sections 2 and 3 Block XI, Skippers. Licence to depasture stock, David McKinlay 

and James Macassay, 6 Oct 1875. 

31 Gillies, p. 8, note Thomas Davidson may not have lived on the run, as he had a residence at Arthurs Point. He had other 

pastoral interests, having (with Hope) leases over Runs 11, 12, 13, and 15 ς 59,910 acres, and Goldfields Run 27 in 1884. 

32 SO 7024, 1888-1889, Land Information New Zealand. See appendices. 

33 See for example: Richards, Thomas Francis http://otago-nominal-index.otago.ac.nz/details.php?recid=591482.2 accessed 

http://otago-nominal-index.otago.ac.nz/details.php?recid=588724.2%20
http://www.qldc.govt.nz/cemeteries_database_search/record/3113/surname/Lambie
http://otago-nominal-index.otago.ac.nz/details.php?recid=591482.2
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Form indicates that the homestead was most likely built by Richards circa 1884, and that 

runholder Andrew Lambie and family lived in there once they took over the run. It is also 

possible that the house was already there, and that Richards took it over.34 

 

The Upper Shotover School 

Where there were families, there was a need for a school. Upper Shotover School (known 

more commonly as Skippers School) was opened in 1879 near the Mt Aurum homestead.35 

The school was a substantial stacked stone building, housing the teacher and the school, 

built rather optimistically for an anticipated roll of 120 pupils. Only 24 pupils were on the 

opening roll. A telegraph office was built in a small room on the northwest corner. In its 

heyday, the school had 27 pupils on its roll.36 However, getting (and keeping) teachers in this 

isolated area was a problem, with 24 teachers coming and going in the years the school was 

open.37 It was, however, an important institution in the small Skippers community that 

remained after the gold rushes had ceased ς and it also provided a connection with the 

outside world through the telegraph office that was part of the building. There was an 

addition to the building in 1884, thought to be the two small bedrooms off the living area ς 

having a residence provided meant teachers were more likely to accept a teaching position.38 

 

In the 1897 the Southland Education Board decreed Upper Shotover School at Skippers and 

Skippers Reef School at Bullendale should become half-time schools, this was usually a sign 

of low attendance. Consequently, Lewis Sangster, the teacher at the time, was required to 

teach three days a week at each school.39 The Queenstown Courier reported;  

Ψ¢ƘŜ treacherous journey between the settlements took more than three hours of 

tramping and the track crossed and recrossed Skippers Creek about 86 times each way 

Χ Lewis was compensated financially for having to teach at two schools. In 1896 he 

received a salary of £60 ($12,349) for teaching 15 children at Skippers, but the next 

 
26 Feb 2013. 

34 NZAA Site Record E41/72. Further details of the Mt Aurum homestead is included in the original listing report (List No. 

5176) by Heather Bauchop. 

35 Queenstown Lakes District Heritage Register, 2005, p.17. 

36  http://www.doc.govt.nz/about-doc/news/media-releases/2011/skippers-school-house-gets-a-makeover/ accessed 27 

May 2013. 

37 bŜǾƛƭƭŜ tŜŀǘΣ ΨbŜǿ [ƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ hƭŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩΣ bew Zealand Historic Places, Jul 1993, no.42: 31. 

38 vǳŜŜƴǎǘƻǿƴ [ŀƪŜǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΣ нллрΣ ǇΦмуΦΤ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ bƻǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ !WIw м882, E-1. Copy held Dunedin 

Office File 12015-166. 

39 SEB Minutes 1897, p.41 cited in The Queenstown Courier, Spring no.90, 2013, p. 9. 

http://www.doc.govt.nz/about-doc/news/media-releases/2011/skippers-school-house-gets-a-makeover/
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year when teaching 9 pupils at Skippers and 16 at Bullendale, he received £131 

($26,900ύΦΩ40  

 

Sadly, Lewis died that Christmas while visiting his parents in Invercargill, the Lake County 

Press in Arrowtown reported the Ψdeceased was quite a young man and an excellent 

ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦΩ41 It is conceivable that his working conditions were a contributing factor to his 

illness and death though this was never acknowledged. Following his death and the refusal 

of a newly appointed teacher, Jessie Reid, to accept the brutal working conditions requiring 

the weekly journey between the two schools, the Education Board provided full time 

teachers for both schools.42 Over the years the school was a place of meeting for the local 

community and a site of annual picnics for the wider area.43 

 

By 1927 only 6 pupils attended, and the school was closed.44 Runholder Paterson took over 

the former school as a farm building to use free of charge.45 ¢ƘŜ aŀŎƴƛŎƻƭΩǎ then converted it 

into a woolshed in 1941 and it was used as such until 1982.46  

 

Life at Mount Aurum ς ¢ƘŜ aŀŎƴƛŎƻƭΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ 

hƴŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ aƻǳnt Aurum has given the place a special resonance for the New 

Zealand public. Terri Macnicol, wife of leaseholder Archie Macnicol, wrote two popular 

ōƻƻƪǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ aƻǳƴǘ !ǳǊǳƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфплǎ ŀƴŘ мфрлǎΦ47 Although Terri 

was new to SkippeǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ aŀŎƴƛŎƻƭ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ǊŎƘƛŜΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ 

Alfred Smith, had followed the lure of gold to Skippers in the 1860s and brought his family up 

ŀǘ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ tƻƛƴǘΦ !ǊŎƘƛŜΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ /ƻƭƛƴ ƘŀŘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мфлнΦ48 

 

 
40 The Queenstown Courier, Spring no.90, 2013, p. 10; Currency conversions have been calculated using the Reserve Bank 

Inflation Calculator https://www.rbnz.govt.nz/monetary-policy/inflation-calculator accessed 3 Aug 2021. 

41 Lake County Press, 30 Dec 1897 cited in The Queenstown Courier, Spring no.90, 2013, p. 11. 

42 Queenstown Courier, Spring no.90, 2013, p.12. 

43 Lake Wakatip Mail LWM, 8 Jan 1887, p. 2; LWM, 6 Jan 1905, p. 4; See Figure 9. 

44 Queenstown Lakes District Heritage Register, 2005, p.17. 

45 Southland Education Board, 7 July 1934; Reserves - School Sites - Skippers Creek: DAAK/D84/9060/Box112c/81/1/38. 

There is confusion on the file between Skippers Creek School (located at Bullendale) and Upper Shotover School, located 

at Skippers Point. 

46 Macnicol, Beyond Skippers Road, pp.11 and 31; Queenstown Lakes District Heritage Register, 2005, p.17; Gillies, p. 13. See 

Figure 10. 

47 Terri Macnicol is a pseudonym ς her maiden name was Mona Bobsien. 

48 Macnicol, Beyond Skippers Road, p.17.; Duncan Macnicol and Margaret Trotter, I, Duncan, from Skippers, pp.13-15. 

https://www.rbnz.govt.nz/monetary-policy/inflation-calculator
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RǳƴƘƻƭŘŜǊ tŀǘŜǊǎƻƴ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ 5ǳƴŎŀƴ aŀŎƴƛŎƻƭΣ !ǊŎƘƛŜΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴΦ 

Later when Duncan moved to West Dome Station, Archie followed and learnt to muster and 

shear, eventually becoming head shepherd at Mt Linton Station. When Mt Aurum Station 

was rumoured to be for sale Archie Macnicol returned to the Wakatipu. He finally took up 

the lease to Mt Aurum in 1940. He and his wife and their family of four children lived on the 

run until 1957.49 

 

Mona Bobsien married Archie and came to live at Mt Aurum Homestead. Under a 

pseudonym she recalls her life there in Echoes of Skippers Canyon and Beyond the Skippers 

wƻŀŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ 

residents of Skippers and completely cut off in the winter ς ΨώǘϐƘŜ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ ŘǿŀǊŦŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

ǊǳƎƎŜŘ ƎǊŀƴŘŜǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƳƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ ŘƻƭƭΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛǇǇŜŘΣ ŘŜƴǘŜŘΣ Ǌǳǎǘȅ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŜƴŀƳŜƭ ōƻǿƭΦΩ50 She describes vividly the life of 

her family, ranging the isolated hills, the tenacity and the joy of making do. As the family 

grew, they moved off the run, but her books have left in place the sense of Mount Aurum 

Station as it was. 

 

Mount Aurum Recreation Reserve 

Run 13 was sold to KJ Sargison and in 1977 it was acquired by the then Lands and Survey 

Department. With no adequate winter country and a restricted stock carrying capacity, the 

run had no economic potential.51 Mount Aurum did, however, have a long history of public 

use for recreation, and these values were recognised in 1982 when the station was 

designated as a recreation reserve. 

 

The Department of Conservation restored (largely rebuilt) both the former school (returning 

it to the form it had as a school) and the homestead in the early 1990s, with community 

funding support for the building work and interpretation. Lakes District Museum director 

5ŀǾƛŘ /ƭŀǊƪŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ Ψŀ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǘǊƛōute to the pastoral history of 

ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦΩ ²ƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ōȅ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀŦŦΦ52  

 

 
49 Macnicol, Beyond Skippers Road, pp.11 and 31; Queenstown Lakes District Heritage Register, 2005, p.17. 

50 Macnicol, Beyond Skippers Road, p. 36. 

51 Queenstown Courier (QC), 21, 1978, p.13. 

52 Southland Times (ST), 1 Feb 1995; ST, 18 Feb 1995. Copies held NZHPT file 12013-1355; See Figure 11. 
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The school was restored and reconstructed as well, using historic photographs to guide the 

construction and included reconstruction of major portions of walls. The project received 

ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ tǳōƭƛŎƛǘȅ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ 

scheme.53 Collapsed walls were reinstated and the interior was returned to its original 

layout. A picket fence was erected around the original boundary of the school site. Hundreds 

of people gathered for its opening as a public interpretation centre in November 1992, 

including the oldest surviving ex-students including Duncan Macnicol, and Grace and Francis 

Cotter. It was reopened by the Minister of Conservation, Denis Marshall, reflecting the 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ54 Further 

restoration work was conducted on both the school and homestead by the Department of 

Conservation in 2011.55 

 

At 12.20ŀƳ ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ 2018, fire was spotted by campers at the recreational 

reserve. Shortly after, the Mt Aurum Homestead and adjacent washhouse were razed to the 

ground.56 While the original coal range chimney and the schist chimney built by the 

Department of Conservation in the 1990s survived, they have since been demolished.57 A fire 

ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƻǊ άΧ could not determine the exact cause of the fire as the statements of the two 

people last known to be in the building did not match other evidence.έ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ŦƛŜǊŎŜ 

a point of origin could not be determined.58 άDepartment of Conservation Wanaka 

operations manager Geoff Owen, who visited the site on Monday, said he was "absolutely 

devastated" for himself, the families who had a connection with the 155-year-old building, 

and the staff and volunteers who had worked on it.έ59 Families with historical and enduring 

associations with the homestead were reported to be angry and upset to see the loss of the 

 
53 ST, 2 June 1988. Copy in Dunedin Office File 120015-166Τ bŜǾƛƭƭŜ tŜŀǘΣ ΨbŜǿ [ƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ hƭŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩΣ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ Historic 

Places, Jul 1993, no.42: 31; Queenstown Lakes District Council, Heritage Inventory Register, 2016, p.17. 

54 Queenstown Lakes District Heritage Register, 2005, p.17; Peat, p. 31; See  

55 5ŜōōƛŜ WŀƳƛŜǎƻƴΣ άLƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ CƛǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 5ŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ vǳŜŜƴǎǘƻǿƴ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘέΣ Stuff, 3 

Jan 2018 https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/100301931/investigation-continues-into-cause-of-fire-that-destroyed-

historic-queenstown-homestead accessed 11 August 2021. 

56 ά!ŎŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭ CƛǊŜ 5ŜǎǘǊƻȅǎ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ !ǳǊǳƳ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘ ƴŜŀǊ vǳŜŜƴǎǘƻǿƴΣέ Stuff, 2 Jan 2018 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/100294685/accidental-fire-destroys-historic-aurum-homestead-near-queenstown 11 

August 2021Τ Dǳȅ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ ά/ƻǳǇƭŜ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ tƻƭƛŎŜ !ŦǘŜǊ tƭŜŀέΣ Stuff, 3 Jan 2018 

https://www.odt.co.nz/regions/queenstown/couple-contact-police-after-plea accessed 11 August 2021. 

57 Email with Jim Croawell, Te Papa Atawhai / Department of Conservation, 24 August 2021. 

58 5ŜōōƛŜ WŀƳƛŜǎƻƴΣ ά/ƻƴŦƭƛŎǘƛƴƎ Information Over Cause of Fire that Destroyed Historic Skippers Homestead, Near 

vǳŜŜƴǎǘƻǿƴέΣ Stuff, 18 Jun 2018 https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/crime/104808394/conflicting-information-over-

cause-of-fire-that-destroyed-historic-skippers-homestead-near-queenstown accessed 11 August 2021. 

59 Jamieson, 2018. 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/100301931/investigation-continues-into-cause-of-fire-that-destroyed-historic-queenstown-homestead
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/100301931/investigation-continues-into-cause-of-fire-that-destroyed-historic-queenstown-homestead
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/100294685/accidental-fire-destroys-historic-aurum-homestead-near-queenstown%2011%20August%202021
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/100294685/accidental-fire-destroys-historic-aurum-homestead-near-queenstown%2011%20August%202021
https://www.odt.co.nz/regions/queenstown/couple-contact-police-after-plea
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/crime/104808394/conflicting-information-over-cause-of-fire-that-destroyed-historic-skippers-homestead-near-queenstown
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/crime/104808394/conflicting-information-over-cause-of-fire-that-destroyed-historic-skippers-homestead-near-queenstown
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building.60 The fire destroyed the homestead and its outbuildings completely, resulting in a 

loss of aesthetic values, physical fabric and the degradation of its archaeological value. In 

2021 the former Upper Shotover School (Skippers School) remains a focal point for 

commemorating the history of Skippers Point remembering the lives of pastoralists and gold 

miners in this isolated and spectacular setting within the Skippers campsite in the Mt Aurum 

Recreational Reserve. 61  

 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ [ƛǎǘ 9ƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

{ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ wƻŀŘΣ {YLtt9w{ ό[ƛǎǘ bƻΦ тсупΣ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ мύ 

tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ¢ŜǊǊŀŎŜ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎǎΣ {YLtt9w{ ό[ƛǎǘ bƻΦ рмтрΣ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ мύ 

 

2.2. Physical Information 
 
/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ 5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ  

 
Setting 
The Skippers School sits in a commanding position on Burkes Terrace at Skippers. When the 

school and other buildings that once inhabited the terrace were built the area was a treeless 

landscape. Wilding pines have colonised the surrounding land and now these buildings are 

surrounded by tall trees. Behind the mountains tower and in front, the YƛƳƛņƪŀǳ κ Shotover 

River runs below Burkes Terrace through its steep gorge. The area is spectacular, as 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƴƻǘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ΨǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎŎŜƴƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎǘǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǘ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦΩ62 

 

Upper Shotover School (commonly known as Skippers School (Former), also the former Mount 

Aurum Station Woolshed) 

Skippers School is in a clearing on Burkes Terrace, originally part of the scattering of buildings 

that made Skippers township which stretched from Skippers Point to Burkes Terrace. The 

building is in a prominent position and can be seen from a distance. The school building is 

now the most significant structure surviving in the Skippers area.63 The other remnants of 

the township include the nearby Skippers Cemetery and the ruins of the Otago Hotel, as well 

 
60 Dǳȅ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ άIƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘΩǎ [ƻǎǎ 5ŜǾŀǎǘŀǘŜǎ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎέΣ Stuff, 3 Jan 2018 

https://www.odt.co.nz/regions/queenstown/homesteads-loss-devastates-families accessed 11 August 2018. 

61 Department of Conservation, Skippers Campsite https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-

go/otago/places/skippers-area/things-to-do/skippers-campsite/ 24 August 2021. 

62 http://www.doc.govt.nz/about-doc/news/media-releases/2011/skippers-school-house-gets-a-makeover/ accessed 27 

May 2013. 

63 Queenstown Lakes District Heritage Register, 2005, p. 17. 

https://www.odt.co.nz/regions/queenstown/homesteads-loss-devastates-families
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/otago/places/skippers-area/things-to-do/skippers-campsite/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/otago/places/skippers-area/things-to-do/skippers-campsite/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/about-doc/news/media-releases/2011/skippers-school-house-gets-a-makeover/
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as many archaeological remains indicating mining or residence areas. Further away, on 

tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ¢ŜǊǊŀŎŜΣ ƛǎ {ŀƛƴǎōǳǊȅΩǎ IƻǳǎŜΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ 

reconstructed, its survival represents the architecture and building methods of the period as 

well as the people and the history of the area. It is a focal point for visitors to this isolated 

place who come to enjoy the Mt Aurum Recreation Reserve. 

 

The school represents the history of pastoralists in the Skippers area, and is a memorial to 

teachers and children who attended for the 48 years the school was open.64 It is a focal point 

for visitors to Skippers, more so since the homestead is gone, the old school provides an 

interpretation centre and insight into the way of life for residents of this isolated area.65 

Beyond the extent of the listing, there are other ruins, mining remains, recorded 

archaeological sites, and the nearby cemetery; these structures make up part of the 

extensive historic landscape of Skippers.  

 

The building is T-shaped in plan.66 It is constructed of stacked stone with a corrugated iron 

roof. It is surrounded by a picket fence which marks the original boundary of the school 

grounds. The building was reconstructed in 1992 using much new material. The 

reconstruction shows the value the community placed on the history and physical form of 

the structure, and its importance to the Skippers area. The school is built of schist stone, 

with timber joinery, including multi-pane sash windows and timber floors. The building has 

an entrance porch, school room, hall, three bedrooms, a kitchen, living room and telegraph 

office.67 

 

The school is the most substantial structure left in the Skippers area. The school originally 

ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴed. It also had a telegraph 

room at one end. It was substantially rebuilt during its restoration in 1992 when it was taken 

back to its form as a school.68 The school is the only early school in an isolated part of the 

Wakatipu district which remains to tell the story of education during this period. The building 

houses an interpretation centre which provides information into the lives of Skippers 

residents and of the children of Upper Shotover School. 

 
64 Ibid. 

65 Ibid. 

66 See Figure 1 and Error! Reference source not found.. 

67 See Figure 13. 

68 Queenstown Lakes District Heritage Register, 2005, p.17. 
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/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ  

{ŎƘƻƻƭ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ мффн ς {ǘƻƴŜǿƻǊƪ YƛƳ [ƻƎŀƴ ŀƴŘ bŜƛƭ aƛƭƴŜΤ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘǊȅ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ IŀǊŘƛŜ 

ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾŜ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΦ69 

 
/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ 

{ǘƻƴŜ όǎŎƘƛǎǘύ 

/ƻǊǊǳƎŀǘŜŘ ƛǊƻƴ 

¢ƛƳōŜǊ ƧƻƛƴŜǊȅ 

 

YŜȅ tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 5ŀǘŜǎ  

мутф hǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ  

мууп !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ κ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

мфнтπмфпм !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ κ ²ƻƻƭǎƘŜŘ 

мффнπмффо wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ κ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ  

нлмм aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜκǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ 

 
¦ǎŜǎ 

9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ς {ŎƘƻƻƭ όCƻǊƳŜǊύ 

!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ς ²ƻƻƭǎƘŜŘκ{ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ {ƘŜŘ όCƻǊƳŜǊύ  

/ƛǾƛŎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ς IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 

 

2.3. /ƘŀǘǘŜƭǎ 
 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ŎƘŀǘǘŜƭǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ [ƛǎǘ ŜƴǘǊȅ 

 

2.4. {ƻǳǊŎŜǎ 
 

{ƻǳǊŎŜǎ !ǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ !ŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ 

¢ƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ .ŀǳŎƘƻǇΩǎ [ƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aǘ 

!ǳǊǳƳ ŀƴŘ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ /ƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмоΦ 

.ƻǘƘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭƛǎƳ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ƻōǎŎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊŀŎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ 

 
69 ST, 29 Apr 1992, p.18. 
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[ŀǘŜǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ōŜƛƴƎ ¢ŜǊǊƛ aŀŎƴƛŎƻƭΩǎ 

ōƻƻƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

CǳǊǘƘŜǊ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ 

!ΦWΦ 5Ŝ [ŀ aŀǊŜΣ ¢ƘŜ {ƘƻǘƻǾŜǊ wƛǾŜǊ ς ΨǘƘŜ wƛŎƘŜǎǘ wƛǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩΥ ! IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻƭŘ 

aƛƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘƻǘƻǾŜǊ wƛǾŜǊΩΣ [ŀƪŜǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ aǳǎŜǳƳΣ !ǊǊƻǿǘƻǿƴΣ мффоΦ 

WŀŎƪƛŜ DƛƭƭƛŜǎΣ Ψaƻǳƴǘ !ǳǊǳƳ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘΣ aƻǳƴǘ !ǳǊǳƳ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΣ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎΣ 

vǳŜŜƴǎǘƻǿƴΣ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ мффоΩ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ нл 5ŜŎ 

мффоΦ 

W IŀƳŜƭΣ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ hǘŀƎƻΣ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ нллмΦ 

5ǳƴŎŀƴ aŀŎƴƛŎƻƭ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ ¢ǊƻǘǘŜǊΣ LΣ 5ǳƴŎŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎΣ LƴǾŜǊŎŀǊƎƛƭƭΣ мфутΦ 

¢ŜǊǊƛ aŀŎƴƛŎƻƭΣ .ŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ wƻŀŘΣ !I ϧ !² wŜŜŘΣ ²ŜƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ мфсрΦ 

bŜǾƛƭƭŜ tŜŀǘΣ ΨbŜǿ [ƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ hƭŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩΣ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ tƭŀŎŜǎΣ Wǳƭ мффоΣ ƴƻΦпнΥ омΦ 

vǳŜŜƴǎǘƻǿƴ [ŀƪŜǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ LƴǾŜƴǘƻǊȅ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΣ м WǳƴŜ нлмс 

https://www.qldc.govt.nz/media/1aonbtgk/qldc-heritage-inventory-register-june-2016.pdf 

!ǊŎƘƛǾŀƭ aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ 

[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ƻŎŎǳǇȅ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΣ bƻΦпнΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ aŎYƛƴƭŀȅΣ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƻŎŎǳǇȅ /Ǌƻǿƴ 

ƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ мπнтлΣ 5!!Yκ5прлκфоурκ.ƻȄонфΦ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΣ 5ǳƴŜŘƛƴ 

hŦŦƛŎŜ 

[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ƻŎŎǳǇȅ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΣ bƻΦпфу ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ IƻǇŜΣ 

[ƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƻŎŎǳǇȅ /Ǌƻǿƴ ƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ нтмπрлфΣ 5!!Yκ5прлκфоурκ.ƻȄоолΦ 

!ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΣ 5ǳƴŜŘƛƴ hŦŦƛŎŜ 

[ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǇŀǎǘǳǊŜ ǎǘƻŎƪΣ WǳƭƛŜƴ .ƻǊŘŜŀǳΣ мс !ǇǊ мутпΦ 5!!Yκфоутκ5прлκоотΣ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ 

hŎŎǳǇȅ /Ǌƻǿƴ [ŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ 5ŜǇŀǎǘǳǊŜ {ǘƻŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hǘŀƎƻ DƻƭŘŦƛŜƭŘǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΣ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ bŜǿ 

½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΣ 5ǳƴŜŘƛƴ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ 

[ƛŎŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǇŀǎǘǳǊŜ ǎǘƻŎƪΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ aŎYƛƴƭŀȅ ŀƴŘ WŀƳŜǎ aŀŎŀǎǎŀȅΣ с hŎǘ мутрΣ 

5!!Yκфоутκ5прлκоотΣ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ hŎŎǳǇȅ /Ǌƻǿƴ [ŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ 5ŜǇŀǎǘǳǊŜ {ǘƻŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hǘŀƎƻ 

DƻƭŘŦƛŜƭŘǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΣ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΣ 5ǳƴŜŘƛƴ hŦŦƛŎŜ 

https://www.qldc.govt.nz/media/1aonbtgk/qldc-heritage-inventory-register-june-2016.pdf
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vǳŜŜƴǎǘƻǿƴ ²ŀǊŘŜƴΩǎ DƻƭŘŦƛŜƭŘǎ aƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ [ŜŀǎŜǎ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘ .ƻƻƪΦ 

!9tDκнлфпоκ5ррпκмоōΤ !9tDκ5рсуκ.ƻȄмннκмусрπмусфΦ 

IŜƴǊȅ !ǳƎǳǎǘǳǎ 9ǾŀƴǎΣ [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ƻŎŎǳǇȅ /Ǌƻǿƴ ƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΣ bƻΦслфΣ 

5!!Yκ5прлκфоурκ.ƻȄоомΦ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΣ 5ǳƴŜŘƛƴ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ 

{ƻǳǘƘƭŀƴŘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ .ƻŀǊŘΣ т Wǳƭȅ мфопΤ wŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ π {ŎƘƻƻƭ {ƛǘŜǎ π {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ /ǊŜŜƪΥ 

5!!Yκ5упκфлслκ.ƻȄммнŎκумκмκоу 

wǳƴǎ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΣ 5!!Yκнмпосκ5упκтсуΣ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΣ 5ǳƴŜŘƛƴ hŦŦƛŎŜ 

3. {LDbLCL/!b/9 !{{9{{a9b¢70 
3.1. {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ сс όмύ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǉ 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ŦƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎ ŀŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎΣ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭΣ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΣ ƻǊ ǾŀƭǳŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜǎ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ 

 

!ŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎ {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ±ŀƭǳŜ  

{ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ όCƻǊƳŜǊύ ǎƛǘǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǘŜǊǊŀŎŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ 

{ƘƻǘƻǾŜǊ wƛǾŜǊ DƻǊƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ aƻǳƴǘ !ǳǊǳƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀǎǎ ƻŦ ²ƘŀƪŀŀǊƛ κ wƛŎƘŀǊŘǎƻƴ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ 

ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǎŜƴǘƛƴŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘΣ ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ 

ōƻǘƘ ƎƻƭŘ ƳƛƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊǎƘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ ǘƻǿƴǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǎƛǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜΦ 

 

!ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ±ŀƭǳŜ 

¢ƘŜ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŀǊŜ ŜȄǘŀƴǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ 

ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǊǳǊŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀΦ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŦŀōǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ 

ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭŜƎǊŀǇƘ 

ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

 
70  For the relevant sections of the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014, see Appendix 4: Significance 

Assessment Information. 
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ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀōǊƛŎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎƘŜŘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нлǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀŘŀǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƻƻƭǎƘŜŘ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǊǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǳǎŜ ƻŦ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŎŀǊŎŜΦ 

 

!ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ±ŀƭǳŜ 

¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜŎŀƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ƴƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘπ

ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƳǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǊǳƎƎŜŘ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ [ƻŎŀƭ 

ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǳǎŜŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀōƭŜΣ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƛƴΦ 

 

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ±ŀƭǳŜ 

¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŀǘ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

ƛǘǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мутф ŀƴŘ мфнтΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƻƻƭǎƘŜŘ 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƭŜƎǊŀǇƘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ 

ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  

 

{ƻŎƛŀƭ {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ±ŀƭǳŜ 

wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мффлǎ ŀƴŘ нлмм ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ 

ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƻƴπƎƻƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ 

ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƻŦ ¢Ŝ tŀǇŀ !ǘŀǿƘŀƛ κ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴƻǳǎ {ƘƻǘƻǾŜǊ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŀȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ aǘ !ǳǊǳƳ IƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘΦ 

 

3.2. {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ сс όоύ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ 
 

This place was assessed against the Section 66(3) criteria and found to qualify under the 

following criteria b, e, f and k. The assessment concludes that this place should be listed as a 

Category 2 historic place.  

 

όōύ ¢ƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΣ ƻǊ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ 

ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 
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Both the homestead and the former school are associated with the gold rush and pastoral 

ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ hǘŀƎƻΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ The school relates to the lives of children, and the decline of the 

community as mining petered out when the former school building was incorporated into 

the workings of Mount Aurum Station. 

 

όŜύ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘΣ ƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜǎǘŜŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

The community esteem for these places is illustrated through their restoration and 

reconstruction supported by community members and through community funding. They 

serve as evidence of the lives of miners in this isolated place. 

 

όŦύ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

The former Skippers School has interpretation panels which explain and illustrate the history 

of life at Skippers, already providing public education. 

 

όƪύ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƛŘŜǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀ 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ 

¢ƻǿƴǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ ƎƻƭŘŦƛŜƭŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘƻǘƻǾŜǊ 

wƛǾŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ 

ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎΦ 

 

{ǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ±ŀƭǳŜǎ 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 

{ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ {ƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ƻŦ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ мфуфπмффн Ƙŀǎ ŀŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎ 

ŀƴŘ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

мфǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ LǘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀ ǿƻƻƭǎƘŜŘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ !ƻǘŜŀǊƻŀΦ Lǘǎ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ōȅ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǳǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ 

ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ ƛǘǎ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ aǘ !ǳǊǳƳ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΦ  
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4. APPENDICES 

4.1. Appendix 1: Visual Identification Aids 
 

[ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ aŀǇǎ

Skippers 



 

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga ς List Entry Review Report for a Historic Place, List No. 5176 24 

aŀǇǎ ƻŦ 9ȄǘŜƴǘ  

 

9ȄǘŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ {ŜŎ мпу .ƭƪ ·L {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ /ǊŜŜƪ {5 όwŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ 

wŜǎŜǊǾŜ b½ DŀȊŜǘǘŜΣ мфурΣ ǇΦ роусύ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ [ŜƎŀƭ wƻŀŘ ό{ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ wƻŀŘύΣ hǘŀƎƻ [ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƴ {ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ όCƻǊƳŜǊύΣ ǘƘŜǊŜƻƴΦ  
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/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ LŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǊ 
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4.2. !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ нΥ ±ƛǎǳŀƭ !ƛŘǎ ǘƻ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
 

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ tƭŀƴǎ  

 
Figure 1: Queenstown Lakes District Council Heritage Inventory Register, September 2015, p. 19. 
https://www.qldc.govt.nz/media/1aonbtgk/qldc-heritage-inventory-register-june-2016.pdf 

 
IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ  

 

Figure 2: Skippers township c. 1900 ς from Skippers Point (low/centre in the image) to Burkes Terrace (right rear) 
showing Aspinall sluicing claim, homestead, track to Bullendale, cemetery & school, Hocken Collections Uara 
Taoka o IņƪŜƴŀΣ University of Otago, 27321. 

https://www.qldc.govt.nz/media/1aonbtgk/qldc-heritage-inventory-register-june-2016.pdf
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Figure 4: Mt Aurum Homestead n.d. Te Papa Atawhai / Department of Conservation Collection. Used with 
permission. 

Figure 3: Mt Aurum Station n.d. Te Papa Atawhai / Department of Conservation Collection. Used with 
permission. 
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Figure 5: Mt Aurum Homestead, c .1980s. Te Papa Atawhai / Department of Conservation Collection. Used with 
permission. 

 
Figure 6: Mt Aurum Homestead after restoration c.1990s. Te Papa Atawhai / Department of Conservation 
Collection. Used with permission. 
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Figure 7: Photo by Geoff Owen, Department of Conservation, January 2018. Used with permission. 

 
Figure 8: After the fire, January 2018, Te Papa Atawhai / Department of Conservation Collection. Used with 
permission. Note the original chimney on the left and the schist chimney which was rebuilt in the 1990s. 
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Figure 9: Skippers Picnic, Hocken Collections ¦ŀǊŜ ¢ŀƻƪŀ ƻ IņƪŜƴŀΣ University of Otago, 27339. 

 
Figure 10: Skippers School (as Mount Aurum Woolshed) with Mount Aurum Homestead (with shed in front and 
washhouse to the rear) behind prior to restoration, c. 1980s. Te Papa Atawhai / Department of Conservation. Used 
with permission. 
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Figure 11: Photographs detailing the restoration of Skippers School 1987-1992, Dunedin Office File 12015-166. 

 

 
Figure 12: Community celebrations at the opening of the restored Skippers School, Lois Galer, New Zealand Historic 
Places Trust, 1992, Dunedin Office File 12015-166. 
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4.3. !ǇǇŜƴŘƛȄ оΥ ±ƛǎǳŀƭ !ƛŘǎ ǘƻ tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
 

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ tƭŀƴǎ  

 

Figure 13: Queenstown Lakes District Council Heritage Inventory Register, September 2015, p. 20.  
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/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ƻŦ tƭŀŎŜ  

 
Figure 14: Memorial plaque. Shellie Evans, 7 May 2016, CC BY-NC-ND 2.0 Flickr. 

  

Figure 15: Front elevation of Skippers School. Shellie Evans, 7 May 2016, CC BY-NC-ND 2.0 Flickr. 

Telegraph Office 

TeŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ 

School 

Porch 


